
Introduction: 
“The play’s the thing” states Hamlet. In Shakespeare’s drama, Hamlet will use a play to covertly 
catch King Claudius, who killed Hamlet’s father. Plays were often presented to affirm virtues 
and uncover malevolent intentions. David, the poet-king, created a three-act play that reveals 
the goodness and grace of God. Psalm 23 is David’s drama of redemption. 

Scene 1 

God is a good shepherd who cares for his people (Psalm 23:1–4).

A. The setting is a Palestinian countryside. Green pastures, quiet waters, clear paths, a dark 
valley.

B. God is a providing, guiding, directing, protecting shepherd.

C. People are vulnerable sheep who need care and oversight.

Application: 
All that David attributes to God is fully revealed and expressed in the life and ministry of 
Jesus. In John 10, Jesus twice describes himself as “the good shepherd.” Jesus paid the 
ultimate price in caring for his “sheep”—he laid down his life for them. “Amazing love, how 
can it be that thou my God shouldest die for me!” Will you commit your life to the care and 
direction of God?
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Scene 2 

God is a generous host who refreshes his guests for the journey (Psalm 23:5).

D. The setting is an Ancient Near Eastern tent.  With lavish food, good drink, and protection 
from enemies.

E. God is a welcoming, lavish host who liberally cares for his guests.  Anointed with oil, 
served at table, given overflowing drink.

F.  People are weary, hungry guests who find shelter and protection even in the presence of 
their enemies.

Application: 
All that David attributes to God is fully revealed and expressed in the life and ministry of 
Jesus. In John 10, Jesus twice describes himself as “the good shepherd.” Jesus paid the 
ultimate price in caring for his “sheep”—he laid down his life for them. “Amazing love, how 
can it be that thou my God shouldest die for me!” Will you commit your life to the care and 
direction of God?

 

Scene 3 

God is a gracious Father welcoming us as children into his house (Psalm 23:6).

G. The setting is the “house of the LORD”—the Tabernacle.

H. God welcomes us “to dwell” with him as his children.  The term “dwell” means to live as a 
family member.

I.  People, being pursued (chased) by God’s goodness and love, run into the house of the 
LORD, where they will dwell forever.

Application: 
Being a welcomed child is a step up from being a temporary guest. God is a shepherd, we 
are sheep. It gets better. God is a host, we are welcomed guests. It gets even better. God is 
a Father and we are loved children. What a great drama packed into six short verses. David 
was a poetic genius. The Bible makes a grand statement: whoever believes in Jesus becomes 
a child of God (John 1:12). Jesus taught us to pray, “Our Father …” God doesn’t want just 
vulnerable sheep or temporary guests. God wants children who love him and who are loved 
by him forever. Jesus, the good shepherd, the gracious host, and the revealer of the Father, 
makes that possible. Have you trusted Jesus Christ as your Saviour, shepherd, host, and 
Lord?



Introduction: 
The great preacher Charles Spurgeon believed the author of Psalm 84 was afflicted with “holy 
lovesickness.” Psalm 84 pulsates with deep, longing love for the presence of God. The writer, 
one of the sons of Korah, celebrates the favour of those who are in or near God’s temple in 
Jerusalem (Zion). The passionate longing of those who are distant from God and his temple 
is expressed by the psalmist, who would be content to serve as mere “doorkeeper” in God’s 
house. This hymn of Israel is filled with deep love for God comparable to the love expressed 
in the Song of Songs. This raises a question: what about those who are distant from God in 
Jerusalem? How is God present to them? Let’s consider the three blessings of this love song.

Part 1 
Blessed are those who dwell in the house of the LORD (Psalm 84:4).

A. The Psalmist is consumed with deep yearning to be with God (84:1–2).

1. God’s presence (dwelling place) is beautiful.

2. God’s courts create deep-felt cries in the psalmist.

3. God is “the living God,” active in the lives of people.

B. The Psalmist envies the sparrow who lives in the safety of God’s house (84:3).

1. The Psalmist longs to “be home” where the sparrow dwells (84:3).

2. God is worshipped as LORD Almighty, as King, and as God (84:3).

3. Those who dwell in God’s house are blessed (84:4).
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Part 2

Blessed are faithful pilgrims traveling to meet with God in Zion (Psalm 84:5–11).

A. The pilgrims experience God’s favour (blessed) (84:5).

B.  The pilgrims gain strength from springs of refreshing in arid places (84:6–7).

C.  The psalmist prays for personal favour and favour from the king (84:8–10).

Part 3

Blessed are those who trust in God though they are distant 
from God’s courts (Psalm 84:10–12). 

A. To be present in God’s courts is the greatest longing of the human heart (84:10).

1. Nothing compares to being near God: being a “doorkeeper” is enough.

2. Nothing the wicked offer quenches the love for God.

B.  The LORD God bestows favour, honour, and goodness to those who live to please   
 God (84:11).

C.  The one who trusts, though distant from the temple, is blessed like those who are near 
God (84:12). (Compare verse 12 with 84:4.)

Application: 
God is named at least eight different ways in Psalm 84: Yahweh of armies (LORD Almighty), 
Yahweh, the living God, King, God of Jacob, my God, God (Elohim), and LORD God. 
These names speak of God’s loyal love and infinite power. God’s command in the Shema 
(Deuteronomy 6:4–5) is answered in this psalm. God creates and redeems human lives 
because God seeks to have a worldwide community of voluntary lovers. God wants people 
to be “with” him, and he longs to be “with” people. This is beautifully fulfilled in Revelation 
21:3. What would it look like for you to be with God and to love God deeply? What is stopping 
you?



Introduction: 
What is the most guarded place on earth? Surprisingly, it is a place called the Doomsday Seed 
Vault, located in a stark Arctic archipelago in Norway. The vault, which is carved almost four 
hundred feet into a sandstone mountain, stores different kinds of seeds which can be used if 
some catastrophe destroys all existing food resources. Like Fort Knox or the Vatican Archive, 
the vault is very secure and heavily guarded. In Psalm 121, the author repeatedly celebrates 
God as the unceasing guard over his people. People, not seeds or gold or ancient writings, are 
high on God’s priority list to keep safe. God’s guardian care is expressed in four ways.

Part 1 

Our Guardian God is the Creator of the universe (Psalm 121:1–2).

A. As pilgrims on our journey through life, we need help (121:1).

B. Our help comes from God, the Creator of the universe (121:2). “Heavens and earth” is a 
figure of speech for the whole universe. See Genesis 1:1.

 
Part 2

Our Guardian God always watches over us (Psalm 121:3–4).

A. On our life journey, we are vulnerable to accidents (121:3).

B. God is always attentive to us with his protecting presence (121:4). “Never slumbers nor 
sleeps” means that God is always alert to us.
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Part 3

Our Guardian God protects us from all harm (Psalm 121:5–6). 

A. God is a shield (shade) from all that threatens us (121:5).

B. “Sun … by day” and “moon by night” means that we are protected from harm    
around the clock—24/7/365 (121:6). 

Part 4

Our Guardian God is eternally committed to guarding our lives (Psalm 121:7–8). 

A. Our very lives are guarded from harm (121:7).

B. In all places now and forever God watches over us (121:8). “Coming and going” refers to 
all our activities every day. “Now and forevermore” means God’s unceasing care for us.

 
Application: 
The Hebrew verb shamar is used six times in eight verses. God’s protective presence is 
repeatedly emphasized. The word shamar means to watch over, to guard, to protect. It is 
the serious and constant duty of a shepherd with his sheep. Is this song too ideal? Don’t bad 
things happen to good people, even God’s people? How do we reconcile the reality of life 
with the psalmist’s absolute declaration that no harm will come to God’s people? Even God’s 
people often walk in the valley of the shadow of death. This is a pilgrim psalm, a song sung 
by those who travel at least once a year to worship God in Jerusalem. This psalm insists that 
those who intentionally seek to journey to God will have God’s protecting assistance. While 
calamities and tragedies do come to God’s people, those who belong to God will make it to 
their final destination—to enjoy God’s presence forever. Paul celebrates this fact in Romans 
8:38–39. We are firmly secure and eternally safe within the unending love of God. What about 
you and your journey in life? Have you called out to God to watch over your progress? It 
begins by receiving Jesus Christ as your Saviour. Have you done that? If not, why not today?



Introduction: 
A local government has the power to require a stop sign at an increasingly busy intersection. 
By law, once the sign is posted, drivers must stop, whereas before the stop sign, drivers could 
proceed at will. But no local government, not even the U.S. Congress itself, can pass a law that 
says, “Fire no longer burns.” Some laws are arbitrary, some are not. God’s Word is the law of the 
fire. Some think the Bible is an out of date, dusty book of antiquated rules, but in actuality the 
Bible is a book of crystal-clear reality, and we become wise when we adjust to reality. No one 
can safely jump off a high building saying, “The law of gravity does not apply to me.” Reality 
bites. The book of Proverbs helps us adjust to the reality of God’s ways of governing life. The 
Bible’s wisdom literature aims to make us … wise.

Part 1 

The “fear of the LORD” is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge (Proverbs 9:10; 1:7).

A. The “fear of the LORD” is the sum total of a person’s relationship with God.  
The fear is both a reverent attitude toward and right behaviour before God.

B.  The “fear of the LORD” is the supreme, controlling reality of life.

C. The “fear of the LORD” acknowledges that there are severe consequences to living an 
unwise, foolish life (Proverbs 2:21–22).

 

featuring

The Books of the Bible

Wise Up
Proverbs 1:1–7; 3:5–6

The Writings Sermon Outline Four



Part 2

Proverbs are expressions of knowledge, insight, and discernment 
about how life works best (Proverbs 1:2–6).

A. Proverbs are God’s Word in “working clothes” addressed to the ordinary person.  Wisdom 
addresses sons and daughters, fathers and mothers, rich and poor.

B.  Proverbs are not promises, but tried and true ways that life usually works best.  
Example: Proverbs 22:6 is not an absolute promise.

C.  Proverbs bring value to life that silver and gold (money) do not (Proverbs 2:1–5).

Part 3

Proverbs operate best when we “trust and obey” the LORD (Proverbs 3:5–6). 

A. Proverbs recognize only two ways: God’s way and our own way. 

B. Life is lived best from the heart (Proverbs 3:5; 4:23). The “heart” in the Old Testament is 
the control room of the human being.

C. Obedience to wisdom is an expression of love to God (Proverbs 8:17).

Application: 
After midnight on July 4, 1976, as the USA celebrated its 200th birthday, Israeli commandoes 
assaulted PLO terrorists at Entebbe Airport in Uganda. The commandoes liberated Jewish 
hostages who were to be murdered one by one. As the Israeli soldiers jumped through the 
huge glass windows of the airport, they shouted in Hebrew, “Get down! Get down!” The 
Jewish hostages obeyed. The terrorists were left standing and were instantly shot dead. 
Tragically, one Jewish young man stood to see what was happening, and he too was shot 
and killed. He heard the command but didn’t obey. The very command meant to save his 
life cost him his life. He was not wise. Jesus came to rescue us from this present evil age 
(Galatians 1:4). God’s commands are life. But if we disobey them, they may turn deadly. 
In what ways do you need to grow in wisdom and discernment? What’s keeping you from 
reading regularly in the book of Proverbs? Let’s wise up.



Introduction: 
Considered by some to be the oldest book in the Old Testament, it is amazing how the ancient 
book of Job addresses a persistent and very current question: why do bad things happen to 
good people? An eight-year-old girl is one of over twenty innocent people killed in Manchester, 
England, by a terrorist bombing at an Ariana Grande concert. Why? At the heart of that 
burning question is the character of God. If God was all good, he would not allow evil. If God 
was all powerful, he would stop all evil. Since evil exists, God is either not all good or not all 
powerful. That’s the logic. Rabbi Harold S. Kushner in his best-selling book, When Bad Things 
Happen to Good People, opted for the view that God is powerless to stop all evil. Yet the 
Bible emphatically declares that God is both all good and all powerful. Can something be very 
logical and not true? What do we learn from the book of Job about good people suffering harsh 
calamity?

Part 1 

God allows the accuser, Satan, to bring calamity (evil) into Job’s life (Job 1:1–22).

A. Job, who lived before Abraham, was dedicated to pleasing God and concerned for   
his children’s spiritual well-being (Job 1:1, 5). 

B. Satan, the accuser, told God that Job was a good man because Job had a good life (Job 
1:10). 

C. God allowed Satan to take away all the blessings of Job’s good life (Job 1:13–19; 2:7). Job 
lost his livestock, his camels, his children, and his health.

D. Job’s wife told him to “curse God and die,” yet Job maintained his integrity (Job 2:9–10).
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Part 2 

Job’s three friends insist that Job sinned against God and that was the 
reason for his agonizing suffering (Job 3–31). A summary.

A. Eliphaz argues that human experience teaches us we suffer because we sin (Job 4:7–9).

B.  Bildad argues that human tradition teaches us that we suffer because of sin (Job 8:8–10).

C.  Zophar argues that human merit teaches us we “reap what we sow” (Job 11:11–15).

 

Part 3

God never answers Job’s “why?” and rejects the bad counsel of Job’s friends 
(Job 38–41; Job 42:7–9).

A. God reveals his mysterious greatness and affirms to Job that God is not     
answerable to man (Job 40:1–5).

B. God affirms Job’s wrestling with the unjust situation he experienced.

C. God more than doubly rewards Job’s integrity with material blessings and    
 family (Job 42:12–15).

Application: 
The book of Job does not wrestle with evil as a mere philosophical or theological problem. 
Instead, we witness evil (calamity) in the misfortune of a flesh-and-blood person. Evil is not 
a concept; it is a lived experience. We are introduced to the spiritual realm where evil beings 
(Satan) are allowed to operate in human affairs. Not everything is caused by God. We learn 
humility in the face of suffering. We don’t often know why things happen, and God is not 
obligated to tell us. God does not even mention Job’s suffering! In the face of suffering we 
may not ever know why, but we can trust in the who—our good and righteous God. Out of 
the most horrendous evil—the crucifixion of the Son of God - God brings beautiful, life-giving 
salvation. When you don’t know the purpose of God, will you continue to trust in the person 
of God? Suffering is not the worst thing that can happen to us; abandoning God is. 



Introduction: 
Solomon, David’s son, accomplished something that David had set his heart to do: to build 
the temple of the LORD. God denied David that privilege and told him that Solomon would 
build the temple (1 Chronicles 28:2–3, 6). The first thing on King Solomon’s royal agenda and 
his most spectacular achievement was building God’s temple in Jerusalem. Some estimate 
that the cost of the temple was over $4,330,000,000. The temple represented the persistent 
longing of God’s heart to dwell among his people. After God’s visiting presence was lost 
because of the sin of Adam and Eve, God still longed for fellowship with people. God’s name 
Immanuel—God with us—became manifest in the tabernacle that Moses built and in the temple 
that Solomon built. Let’s consider the building of God’s temple by Solomon in 2 Chronicles 3.

Part 1 
Solomon chooses the place and the time to build the temple of the LORD

 (2 Chronicles 3:1–2).

A. The location of the temple: In Jerusalem on Mount Moriah at the threshing floor   
 of Araunah (2 Chronicles. 3:1).

1. Mount Moriah recalls the place God met Abraham and stopped the sacrifice of 
Isaac (Genesis 22).

2. The threshing floor of Araunah is where God sent fire from heaven accepting 
David’s sacrifice for his sin (1 Chronicles 21:25–26).

B. The time Solomon began to build (2 Chronicles 3:2).

1. In “the second day of the second month of the fourth year” of Solomon’s 
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reign does not mean Solomon was reluctant to begin the temple.

2. Solomon assembled material and workers for this sacred task (2 Chronicles 2).

 
Part 2

Solomon begins the construction of the temple of the LORD (2 Chronicles 3:3–17).

A. The foundation of the temple was laid (2 Chronicles 3:3). The building foundation was 90 
feet long and 30 feet wide.

B. The main hall was 60 feet long and covered in gold and pictures of palm trees, chain de-
signs, and panelled wood with cherubim (2 Chronicles 3:5).

C. The Most Holy Place was 30’ x 30’ x 30’—a cube covered in gold with two golden statues 
of cherubim (2 Chronicles 3:8–13).

D. The curtain separating the Most Holy Place from the Holy Place (main hall) was made of 
purple, blue, and scarlet linen with cherubim worked into it (2 Chronicles 3:14).

E. The portico was fronted by two pillars called Jakin and Boaz (2 Chronicles 3:15–17).

F. When the temple of the LORD was finished, God came into the Most Holy Place   
(2 Chronicles 7:1–3).

Application: 
In the Garden of Eden, God personally walked and talked with Adam and Eve. Sin destroyed 
that beautiful experience. When God saved his people out of Egyptian slavery, he directed 
a tabernacle be built, and he came and resided in it among his people (Exodus 40:34–35). 
Later, God came into Solomon’s temple. Because of Israel’s sin, God departed from the 
temple (Ezekiel 10:18). When Jesus came, he declared himself to be the temple of God 
bearing the glory of God (John 2:19–21). With the pouring out of the Spirit in Acts 2, God’s 
people became the temple of God. God’s glory now lives in you if you are a follower of Christ 
(1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19). God connects to this earth and brings good news to it now through 
the church, the body of Christ. How is God fulfilling his purpose through you? Your church? 
Ask him to make himself known through you. 



Introduction: 
The great preacher, John Wesley, wanted to know the way of salvation. He wrote, “God Himself 
has condescended to teach the way; for this end He came from heaven. He hath written it 
down in a book. Give me that book! At any price give me the Book of God!” Do you hear the 
passionate yearning in Wesley’s heart for the Word of God? Imagine being God’s people and 
not having the written Word of God available to read or to hear. This was the sad situation in 
the days of King Josiah. Josiah was the last good king of Judah, and he came to the throne 
as an eight-year-old boy. Josiah’s father, Amon, and grandfather, Manasseh, were evil kings 
who abandoned God and led God’s people to worship idols. Young King Josiah directed the 
restoration of God’s house, the temple, and during that restoration a copy of the Word of God 
was found. The king and the people had, once again, clear, understandable guidance about 
how to have fellowship with and please God. Josiah, upon hearing the Word of God, calls for 
the national celebration of Passover.

Part 1 

King Josiah, a descendant of King David, has a deep passion for God (2 Chronicles 34).

A. Josiah removes all idolatry from Jerusalem and Judah. 

B. Josiah repairs the neglected, ruined temple of God.

C. Josiah humbly responds to the Word of the Law discovered in the temple.
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Part 2

 King Josiah calls for the national celebration of the Passover (2 Chronicles 35:1-3).

A. Passover is the annual festival day to commemorate the event that marked the creation 
and identity of the people of God. See Exodus 12.

1. The time of the Passover: fourteenth day of the first month (Leviticus 23:5).

2. The Passover serves to create national identity before the one true God.

B. The Passover calls for many sacrifices and a sacred meal (2 Chronicles 35:7–9, 13).  

C. The Passover has not been celebrated nationally since the days of Samuel (2 Chronicles 
35:18). There have been almost four centuries of neglect of Passover.

D. King Josiah is so loved that Jeremiah writes laments in his honour  (2 Chronicles 35:25).

Application: 
God’s Word is a powerful reality that transforms individuals, cities, and nations. King Josiah’s 
passion to obey and John Wesley’s passion to possess the Word of God prompts us to ask: 
how valued is the Word of God to me? To my family? What “idols” of our own making or 
our culture’s veneration distract us from God’s Word? Who and what shapes our personal, 
church, and national identity? How quick are we to obey when God’s Word points out needed 
changes in our lives? Josiah was only eight years old when he took the throne, only sixteen 
years old when he purified the nation from idolatry, and only twenty-six years old when he 
commanded a national celebration of Passover. What would it mean for you to live with 
passion for God’s Word, saying, “Give me that book! At any price give me the Book of God!”?



Introduction: 
One of the best-known stories in the Bible is that of Daniel and the lions’ den. The miracle of 
the story is that Daniel was not eaten by hungry lions. Daniel was a Hebrew young man in exile. 
Taken from his country of Judah to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel stood firm in his 
faith in God while living in a strange, idolatrous empire. Not just young Daniel, but his three 
Hebrew friends as well—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—stand perpetually as admirable 
examples of staying loyal to God in the face of severe opposition. Let’s go now to the great city 
of Babylon and watch the story of Daniel and the lions’ den unfold. 

Part 1 

Daniel, by conviction and character, is appointed to positions of power in 
Babylon (Daniel 2:48; 5:29; 6:3). 

A. Daniel, the Hebrew, is affirmed and promoted by four different pagan kings.

1. Daniel, with God’s help, interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams and is  rewarded 
(Daniel 2:48).

2. King Belshazzar proclaims Daniel as third highest ruler in Babylon (Daniel 
5:29).

3. King Darius, the Persian ruler, intends to make Daniel second in command 
(Daniel 6:3).

4. Daniel prospers under King Cyrus of Persia (Daniel 6:28).

B. Daniel’s commitment to the LORD God of Israel forms his character (Daniel 1:8).  Daniel 
keeps his Jewish diet and the discipline of daily prayers.
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Part 2

Daniel is trapped by fellow officials who urge Darius to make an 
edict about prayer (Daniel 6:6–9).

A. The fellow officials are jealous of Daniel’s exceptional qualities (Daniel 6:3–4).

B. The fellow officials plot to use Daniel’s faith against him (Daniel 6:5).

C. The fellow officials convince King Darius to make an irrevocable decree that all    
prayer, except to Darius himself, is outlawed (Daniel 6:6–9).

Part 3

Daniel remains faithful to God in prayer, is convicted, and 
miraculously escapes punishment (Daniel 6:10–16).

A. As soon as prayer to no god but Darius is legalized, Daniel intentionally prays,    
as was his habit, to the living God of Israel (Daniel 6:10–11).

B. Even though sorry for his edict, King Darius has to enforce it against Daniel (Daniel 6:14, 
16).

C. Daniel’s God, the living God, rescues Daniel from the hungry lions (Daniel 6:21–22).

D. The officials who trapped Darius and Daniel are thrown to the hungry lions  (Daniel 6:24).

Application: 
Old Testament scholar Tremper Longman III offers intriguing parallels between Daniel’s and 
Jesus’s experience. Both were framed on false charges. Both were charged with usurping 
imperial authority. Both were arrested while at prayer. Both were sentenced to death. The big 
difference, Longman points out, is that Daniel escaped unharmed and Jesus died. Longman 
writes, “Christians do not fight for their beliefs by assaulting or killing, but by dying.” 
How solid are your Christian convictions? Do you believe that death has been faced and 
conquered by Jesus Christ? Under the threat of death, will you stay true to Christ and your 
Christian beliefs? This sounds theoretical to us in the West. Yet we have brothers and sisters 
in Christ around the world right now facing death for their faith. Ask God to keep you faithful 
in the little, daily things—Bible reading, prayer, fellowship—so that if and when the ultimate 
test comes, you too may stand courageously and say, “Jesus is Lord.”


