
Introduction: 
Someone has humorously said that the prophet Jonah teaches us how to serve the LORD with 
madness. Not gladness, madness. Jonah is the mixed-up prophet, the very mad missionary. 
Jonah was a rebel without a cause who had the audacity to angrily reject the grace of God 
shown to the sinful Assyrians in the great city of Nineveh. Nineveh gets its name from the 
goddess Ninua, the pagan goddess of love and fertility. The Assyrians were detestably immoral 
in their worship and notoriously violent in war. Assyrian brutality was unparalleled in the 
Ancient Near East. Jonah’s strong reluctance to go to Nineveh, the capitol of the Assyrian 
empire, is understandable. Assyria was a fierce enemy of Israel. Jonah did spend some time in 
the belly of a great fish, but that is a minor episode compared to Jonah’s petulant argument 
with God. Let’s follow Jonah and see what we can learn about the goodness, greatness, and 
grace of God.

Chapter 1 

Jonah flees in a ship from God’s assignment. 

A. Jonah rebels from God’s call to Nineveh and sails the opposite way (1:1–3). Nineveh is 
east of Joppa, and Jonah sails west toward Tarshish.

B. God sends a great storm that is used to expose Jonah as a rebel from God (1:4–10). God 
rules the winds and the waves to accomplish his purposes.

C. The pagan sailors try to save Jonah, but finally throw him overboard (1:11–17). The pagan 
sailors seem to have more compassion than Jonah.
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Chapter 2 

Jonah prays to God from the belly of a great fish

A. God’s providence is demonstrated in sending the great fish (1:17–2:1).

B. Jonah prays and repents, acknowledging, “Salvation comes from the LORD” (2:9).

C. Jonah’s prayer indicates that he knew the Psalms very well. 

 
Chapter 3 

Jonah serves God by obediently preaching in the city of Nineveh.

A. God allows Jonah a “do over” (3:1–2): “… a second time.”

B. Jonah preaches God’s impending judgment and the Ninevites repent (3:4–5).  The king 
decrees city-wide repentance before Israel’s God.

C. God accepts Nineveh’s repentance and turns away his fierce judgment (3:10). 

Chapter 4 

Jonah learns reluctantly about the greatness of God’s gracious heart.

D. Jonah knows God is “gracious, compassionate, slow to anger, and abounding in   
 love,” and that is why Jonah didn’t want to come to Nineveh (4:1–3).

E. God teaches Jonah about Jonah’s needless anger and self-centred focus (4:4–9).  Jonah 
waits for judgment to come. God “provides” shade and then takes it away. 

F. God teaches Jonah about God’s great, forgiving heart toward sinners (4:10–11). The book 
ends with a question, not only to Jonah, but to us.

Application: 
Jonah had no place in his heart for the people of Nineveh. God had to show his angry 
prophet how much he loved idolatrous sinners. Just as Jonah was bitter about God’s grace 
to others, so also was Israel. In fact, by the time Jesus came, Israel was a deeply self-centred 
nation that had lost all heart and mission for others. Israel lost her reason for being, and that 
was “to be a blessing to all nations.” Jesus came to not only say, but to show that “God so 
loved the world.” How are you making the love and grace of God known to others? How are 
you active with your church to reach others with the gospel of Jesus Christ? Ask God to give 
you his heart of unconditional love for the people in your world of influence. 



Introduction: 
Comedians like to joke that every young woman in the Miss America pageant wishes for 
“world peace.” The need for world peace, however, is not funny. Our world is fractured at 
every level: international terrorism worries nations; racial divides spark civic unrest; financial 
disparity widens the gulf between the very rich and desperately poor; and political polarities 
hamper progress for the common good. Genuine peace is an elusive reality. The prophet Isaiah 
predicted the coming of the Prince of Peace. An unusual Agent of God from the line of King 
David will arise and unite all the warring nations. Every aspect of human existence that sin has 
broken apart and alienated will be beautifully united in authentic world peace. Isaiah 11:6–9 
offers a peek into the wonder of a cruel world made right and at peace by the coming Saviour, 
the Prince of Peace. Wolves will live with lambs.

Part 1 

The coming Saviour, a Son, will be born of a virgin and have divine abilities 
(Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 9:6–7).

A. The Saviour will be virgin born (Isaiah 7:14). See Matthew 1:22–23.

B. The Saviour will exercise divine abilities as seen in his names (Isaiah 9:6–7

1. Wonderful Counsellor—startling wisdom.

2. Mighty God—power.

3. Everlasting Father—love.

4. Prince of Peace—the source and sustainer of world peace.
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Part 2

The coming Saviour, from the line of King David, will bring peace to creation (Isaiah 11:6–9).

A. The Saviour is from the line of David—“the stump of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1, 10).

B. The Saviour will have impressive empowerment from the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 11:2–5).

C. The Saviour will bring peace even to fractured, dangerous creation (Isaiah 11:6–9).

1. Adversaries in the animal world will be at peace (Isaiah 11:6–7).

2. Children will play with cobras and vipers (Isaiah 11:8).

3. When the Saviour reigns from his holy mountain the world will be at peace 
(Isaiah 11:9). No harm or destruction will exist under the Saviour’s rule.

Application: 
When Jesus Christ walked alive out of the tomb in which his dead body was laid, he, the 
risen Saviour, began making all things new. However, not everything is new yet. We live 
in what some call the “now/not yet” time. Some things are new: Christians are “new 
creations in Christ” and participate in the New Covenant. But not all the powers of Jesus are 
available to us. A Christian pastor in Zimbabwe tried to walk on water like Jesus did when, 
tragically, he was killed by three crocodiles. Not all of creation newness as described in 
Isaiah 11 has arrived. God cares about saving all of creation, not just saving human beings; 
in fact, all creation will be liberated from the curse of sin when God finally reveals the sons 
and daughters of God in glory. In the meantime, Christians are called to be peacemakers 
(Matthew 5:9), imitating Jesus our Peacemaker (Ephesians 2:15). In what ways are you active 
as a peacemaker?



Introduction: 
“The book of Isaiah ends with the world worshipping God,” writes Old Testament scholar John 
N. Oswalt. Dr. Oswalt points out that the book of Exodus ends with worship as well as the book 
of Revelation. Both Isaiah 66 and Revelation 21–22 have another thing in common: the arrival of 
the “new heavens and new earth.” One can imagine that from the beginning God envisioned a 
worldwide community of voluntary lovers, human beings from every nation who express their 
gratitude to God in worship. Both Isaiah and John the Apostle have that same vision and write 
about it. Most scholars believe that the apostle John’s book of Revelation is stocked to the 
limit with verses, imagery, phrases, and ideas directly from the Old Testament. Isaiah’s ending 
verses (66:19–23) give us a picture of the future of God’s people. 

Part 1 

A faithful remnant will speak of God’s glory (Isaiah 66:19).

A. A faithful remnant is saved from those who violated God’s will (Isaiah 66:17).

B. God has come among them and calls them to see his glory (Isaiah 66:18).

C. God sends some of the faithful remnant to the nations to tell them of his glory (Isaiah 
66:19).

Application: 
Jesus Christ is the “sign” among the nations (Isaiah 66:19). Even Isaiah predicted it: “The 
people walking in darkness have seen a great light …” (Isaiah 9:2). Jesus was that great light, 
the glory of God incarnate (Matthew 4:16; John 1:14). Jesus came among a rebel nation and 
called out the faithful, declared them to be his family, and sent them in the power of the 
Spirit to the nations with a message of God’s glory. God thinks and acts globally by calling 
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individuals—a Moses, an Abraham, a Deborah, an Esther, a Peter, James, and John, a Mary, 
a Priscilla, to name a few. Your name is included too, for Jesus prayed for you in John 17:20: 
“My prayer is not for them [the remaining Eleven] alone. I pray also for those who will believe 
in me through their message …” Have you found your place in God’s vigorous purpose to 
take his good news and glory to the nations? God saves us to send us. How are you living out 
your “being sent by God”?

 
Part 2

God will draw people from all nations into his presence to worship him (Isaiah 66:20–21). 

A. The worship takes place in Jerusalem on Mount Zion—“holy mountain,” “the temple of 
the LORD” (Isaiah 66:20).

B. God’s people from all around the world are themselves an offering to the LORD 
equivalent to the traditional Israelite grain offering.  (Isaiah 66:20).

C. God will appoint leaders for orderly worship (Isaiah 66:21). God’s people become a 
kingdom of royal priests (1 Peter 2:9).

Part 3

Worship of God will be the eternal human vocation in the new heavens and 
new earth (Isaiah 66:22–23). 

A. All sin is absent in the “new heavens and new earth” (Isaiah 66:22). See Revelation 21:1; 
22:15. 

B. The worship will be eternal: “will endure before me” (Isaiah 66:22).

C. The LORD God is the focus of eternal adoration (Isaiah 66:23).

Application: 
God’s people are now living sacrifices offering themselves totally to the worship of God (see 
Romans 12:1–2). God’s people live to serve and offer their lives as sacrifices to God (1 Peter 
2:5). Worship is not only an event, but a way of life. True believers live from Monday through 
Saturday in such a way that their lives are congruent with their praise and attentiveness to 
God on Sunday. Not to do so makes us hypocrites. How would you characterize your Monday 
through Saturday worship? As a Christ-follower, do you practice what you profess? How will 
you bring greater congruence to what you say you believe and how you live? 



Introduction: 
When President Truman publicly declared the end of World War II on August 14, 1945, two 
million people squeezed into New York City’s Times Square in a celebration that lasted several 
days. Streamers rained down, conga lines formed, and people kissed anyone in sight. On that 
day, all around the globe, people spontaneously took to the streets, dancing and singing. 
When there is world peace, there is great joy. Zephaniah, the prophet, saw a day when God’s 
people who were exiles in Babylon and Assyria would return to Jerusalem, to Mount Zion. They 
would live in peace. Even beyond that, Zephaniah saw a startling day, when under the promised 
Messiah-King, there would be universal peace and with it, infinite joy—a joy so great that God 
too is caught up in the dancing and singing.

Part 1 

The joyful command to sing, shout aloud, and rejoice with abandon (Zephaniah 3:14).

A. The command to “sing” is linked to God’s great salvation.

B. The command to “shout aloud” aims to make God’s salvation known.

C. The commands to “be glad” and “rejoice” express deep, permeating contentment.

D. The titles “Daughter Zion” and “Daughter Jerusalem” signify God’s great love.

 
Part 2

The devil and evil powers need not be a fearful threat to Christ-followers.
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A. The people’s sins are paid for and their enemies defeated.

B. God’s presence is with them to protect them from all harm.

C. God’s presence removes all fear and takes away the terror of defeat. “Hands hang limp” 
(Zephaniah 3:16) expresses paralysing fear in the face of death.

Part 3

The devil and evil powers need not be a fearful threat to Christ-followers.

A. The Mighty Warrior God delivers his people from all bondage and death.

B.  The LORD God experiences great joy in saving his people.

1. God greatly delights in us.

2. God loves us, removing all reason to rebuke us. 

3. God rejoices over us with singing.

Application: 
The beautiful, unfettered joy in Zephaniah 3:14 is connected to the coming humble king 
in Zechariah 9:9. Both prophets command, “Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!” and “Shout, 
Daughter Jerusalem!” God is a joyful Being. Jesus Christ is that humble king as reported in 
Matthew 21:5. Jesus paid the penalty not only for Israel’s continuing sins, but for the sins 
of the whole world (1 John 2:2). Because of Jesus’ redeeming sacrifice, God holds nothing 
against those who trust in him. The glorious, joyful celebration of universal peace is still 
anticipated by God’s people. In that day, there will be great, endless dancing in the streets. 
Have you trusted God for salvation? Only through faith in Jesus Christ are we delivered from 
our sins and invited to the celebration. You are invited to believe in him today.



Introduction: 
When God says something once, that should be enough for us. When God says something 
twice, we must perk up. When God tells us something four times or more, God is putting a 
megaphone to his voice. A repeated message from God is in bold, underlined, CAPITALIZED, 
and italicized font. The words “I will be your God and you will be my people” are deeply valued 
by God. God desires to be in relationship with people and to live among them. God enjoyed 
the beauty and joy of personal daily friendship with Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:8), but that 
marvellous divine/human relationship was lost because of Adam and Eve’s disobedience. God’s 
driving vision made possible through salvation is to restore that joyful, daily communion with 
his people. Jeremiah mentions this vision four times: Jeremiah 7:23; 11:4; 30:22; 31:33b. Let’s 
examine the passage found in Jeremiah 30:18–22.

Part 1 

God’s restoration will be realized only after human sin has 
been dealt with (Jeremiah 30:12–17).

A. God uses pagan nations to punish the sins of his people (Jeremiah 30:14).

B. God promises to restore his wounded people (Jeremiah 30:17).

Part 2 

God’s accomplishes a “total makeover” as he restores his people (Jeremiah 30:18–21).

A. The city itself is beautifully restored (Jeremiah 30:18).
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B. The citizens are joyfully restored (Jeremiah 30:19).

C. The generations to come will endure (Jeremiah 30:20); “established before me” suggests 
eternal endurance.

D. The leader, from the (Jewish) people, will be divinely brought “close to” God (Jeremiah 
30:21). The Jewish Targum interprets this verse as a reference to the Messiah.

 
Part 3

God’s passionate vision to be among and with his people will be realized (Jeremiah 30:22).

A. “So you will be my people, and I will be your God.” The words my and your suggest a 
faithful, marital union.

B.  Both Jeremiah and Ezekiel see this vision as a result of the new covenant.

1. “I will be their God and they will be my people” (Jeremiah 31:33b; see Jeremiah 
31:31).

1. “… you will be my people, and I will be your God” (Ezekiel 36:28b; see v. 26).

C. Jesus God’s passionate vision will endure forever in the new heavens and the new earth 
(Revelation 21:1–3). “They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be 
their God” (Revelation 21:3b).

Application: 
Jesus Christ is the cause and focus of this wonderful restoration of sinful people with their 
holy Creator and Saviour God. God’s passionate vision is captured in one of the names 
associated with Jesus: “Immanuel,” which means “God with us.” God did come to us and live 
with us in Jesus Christ, God’s Son (John 1:14). Even more, Jesus Christ voluntarily gave his 
life as a sacrifice for our sin. Sin must be dealt with before restoration can be enjoyed. Jesus 
dealt with all human sin by his death on the cross and his miraculous resurrection. Do you 
believe that God wants to be “with” you? God has already demonstrated that he is for you 
by providing Jesus as the Saviour from your sins. God is for you and longs to live “with” you. 
Jesus promised that he would “be with” us even until the end of the age. Have you entered 
into a personal relationship with God? You are invited to do that today, now.



Introduction: 
Anyone who Googles Ezekiel’s vision as presented in chapter 1 of his book will be immersed 
in the topic of UFOs—unidentified flying objects. No joke. Does the Bible describe flying 
saucers? Some people have suggested that Ezekiel records the earth being visited by some 
alien spacecraft. What exactly did the prophet Ezekiel see and try to describe at the outset of 
his book? Undoubtedly Ezekiel 1:4–28 is the most extensive and strange account of a heavenly 
vision in the Bible. This text was considered so holy that the rabbis said that no one under 
the age of thirty could read it because it was such holy ground. Ezekiel’s vision describes 
something much more amazing than an outer space encounter. Ezekiel tries to put into 
ordinary, human words a vision of the stunning glory of the LORD God Almighty. The glory of 
God is a dominant theme in the book of Ezekiel.

Part 1 
Ezekiel describes a vision of four strange living creatures (Ezekiel 1:4–18).

A. Each of the four creatures has a human form and four faces: a human, a lion, an ox, and 
an eagle (Ezekiel 1:5–6, 10). 

B. Each creature has four wings and human hands (Ezekiel 1:6).

C.  Each creature has straight legs and the feet of a calf glowing like burnished    
brass (Ezekiel 1:6–7).

D. The creatures appear like burning fire, fire flashes between them, and they move quickly 
like lightning (Ezekiel 1:13–14).

Application: 
Ezekiel sees this vision while in exile by the Kebar River in Babylon (1:1). In the thinking of 
Ezekiel’s day, the gods of Babylon have thoroughly defeated the God of Israel. It’s like little 
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boys taunting each other: “My dad can beat up your dad.” Did the glory of the LORD God 
Almighty get defeated and captured by pagans? Ezekiel’s vision shouts a resounding “No!” 
Israel’s people may be in captivity, but Israel’s God is not. Ezekiel sees strange things, for 
sure. Yet what he really sees is hope. Hope in God. Rough times are not the whole story of 
our lives. We have a God of hope. Paul writes, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit” (Romans 15:13). You may feel or actually be down and out, but God isn’t. Where do 
you need hope today? Trust in the God of hope.

 
Part 2

Ezekiel hears a voice speaking over the heads of the creatures (Ezekiel 1:25–28).

A. Above the four creatures is a radiant blue throne (Ezekiel 1:26).

B. The voice comes from a being that has the figure of a human being (Ezekiel 1:26).

C. From the waist up, the human-like being glows like molten metal in fire (Ezekiel 1:27).

D. The whole being radiates brilliant light like a rainbow (Ezekiel 1:28a).

Part 3

Ezekiel falls down in worship before “the appearance of the likeness of the glory of
 God” as the voice speaks (Ezekiel 1:28b).

A. Ezekiel struggles to describe the vision, using words like “the appearance” of the 
“likeness” of the “glory of God” Could a frail human prophet bear a direct sight of God’s 
glory?

B. Ezekiel sees God’s glory in the likeness of a human form.

C. Ezekiel expresses the only right human response to God’s glory. He falls down in worship.

D. Ezekiel hears glory speak. Glory has a voice. (See Ezekiel 2:1ff.)

Application: 
The apostle John describes Jesus as the glory of God in human form (John 1:14). John saw 
Jesus’ face looking bright like the sun and his clothes like lightning (Matthew 17:2; Luke 9:29). 
All that God is, Jesus is. Jesus is “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of 
his being” (Hebrews 1:3). That glorious being, the Son of God, carries a name—Immanuel, 
which means “God with us.” No matter where you are or what you face, Jesus is God with 
you and he is a glorious God, a mighty God, an awesome God. Ezekiel helps us to never 
forget how glorious, how mysterious, how “other” our God is. Knowing all of that, John will 
write, “God is love” (1 John 4:8). Your life will never be the same when you experience the 
love that comes from the heart of the indescribably glorious God. Do you know God? Have 
you experienced that love?



Introduction: 
What do Alvin and the Chipmunks have to do with Ezekiel’s vision of the dry bones? Alvin 
and his friends recorded a version of the popular spiritual “Dem Dry Bones,” a song based on 
the prophet Ezekiel’s vision. The song has been sung by many recording artists including The 
Lennon Sisters, Tennessee Ernie Ford, and The Kingsmen. Even Phish and Herman Munster 
did a version of it. The lyrics and music for “Dem Dry Bones” was written by James Weldon 
Johnson and first recorded in 1928. James Weldon Johnson was an African American educator, 
author, activist, and lawyer who taught at New York University. Let’s travel back to Ezekiel’s 
time and look closely at his vision of the valley of dry bones. Ezekiel 37:1–10 reports that the 
bones, amazingly, came to life.

Part 1 
Ezekiel prophesies the hope of the national renewal of God’s people 

who are in exile (Ezekiel 36:37–38).

A. Ezekiel declares that ruined cities of Israel and Judah will be rebuilt (Ezekiel 36:33).

B. Ezekiel declares that their desolate farmlands will flourish again (Ezekiel 36:34).

C.  The key question is this: Who will live in those restored cities and cultivate those   
 productive fields?

 
Part 2

 Ezekiel receives a startling vision from the LORD God about exiled Israel’s national 
restoration (Ezekiel 37:1–10). The vision is in two stages:

A. Stage 1: Ezekiel sees the restoration of human bodies (Ezekiel 37:1–8).
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1. Ezekiel is on the plain, the valley where he received his call (Ezekiel 3:15, 23).

2. God shows Ezekiel a valley full of dead, dry bones and asks a very direct 
question: “Can these bones live?” (Ezekiel 37:3).

3. With no real basis for believing in national resurrection, Ezekiel begs off with 
this answer: “Sovereign LORD, you alone know” (Ezekiel 37:3).

4. At God’s command, Ezekiel tells the bones to come to life, and lifeless human 
bodies are formed (Ezekiel 37:8).

B. Stage 2: Ezekiel prophesies for the Spirit to breathe life into the human bodies    
(Ezekiel 37:9–10).

1. The Hebrew word ruah is used in three ways: meaning the Spirit (37:1, 14), 
wind (37:9), and breath/life (37:10).

2. Ezekiel’s vision is a national creation like Adam’s individual creation. Genesis 
2:7—the body is formed first, then life is breathed in.

Part 3

Ezekiel receives the meaning of the vision of dead, 
dry bones becoming living people (Ezekiel 37:11–14).

A. The dry bones are a picture of God’s people in exile, living without hope. (Ezekiel 37:11). 
The vision inspires hope!

B. God will bring his people back to their own land, back home (Ezekiel 37:12).

C. God does this to make himself known in the world (Ezekiel 37:13–14). “… will know that I 
am the LORD …” is written twice.

Application: 
While Ezekiel’s vision of the dry bones is not teaching the doctrine of the physical 
resurrection of human bodies, it certainly points in the direction of that amazing promise. 
The people of Israel in exile were not literally dead, but being away from their homes, cities, 
and farmlands was a kind of death to them. Living with no hope is a kind of death too. With 
the coming of Jesus, we move from resurrection as a picture to resurrection as a reality. 
While Ezekiel mumbled, “LORD, you alone know,” Martha confidently said to Jesus, “Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother would not have died” (John 21:21). Jesus told Martha his 
other name: “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). Jesus raised Lazarus from 
the dead. Jesus was raised from the dead. All who believe in Jesus and die will be raised to 
glorious life (1 Thessalonians 4:16). Christians enjoy a living hope. How does the power of 
God to raise the dead bring hope to you? Have you received from God the kind of life that 
never dies even if your body dies? Trust in Jesus Christ today.



Introduction: 
A popular wall hanging reads, “Home is where our story begins.” There is the dictionary 
meaning of home—the place where a person and/or family lives. Even more, there is the 
emotional meaning of home—a place within us that defines who we are and orients us to life 
around us. Home can be a way of seeing as well as a place for dwelling. Where do you call 
home? Where does God call home? The answer to that question may surprise you. Home for 
God is not someplace way off beyond outer space. Home for the God of the Bible is a city on 
earth and will be God’s home forever. In Zechariah 8:3–8, the prophet paints a picture of God’s 
“home sweet home.” Let’s consider the “colours” in Zechariah’s picture of God’s home. 

Part 1 

The colour of God’s furious, fiery love for his people (Zechariah 8:2; 1:14).

A. The word jealous and jealousy comes from a Hebrew word that means “to be    
red” or “to be hot.” It is a word for deep, passionate emotion.

B. The LORD God married Israel and he remains deeply in love with her.

C. God’s jealousy that brings judgment for sin will also bring glorious restoration.

 

Part 2

The colours of God’s peace, truth, and holiness are displayed 
in his home Zion/ Jerusalem (Zechariah 8:3).
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A. God, in covenant love, purposefully selects Jerusalem/Zion to be his home (1 Kings 8:29; 
Zechariah 1:17).

B. Jerusalem means “foundation of peace,” where everything is as it was designed to be.

C. God’s city will be called “the Faithful City,” because God will stay true to his people, and 
they will stay true to him.

D.  God’s temple mount will be call “holy mountain,” where all that is sacred and    
good flows into the world.

Part 3

The colours of serenity, security, and delight define God’s home (Zechariah 8:4–5).

A. Very old people rest safely, with no fear (Zechariah 8:4).

B.  Very young boys and girls play in the streets fearing no harm (Zechariah 8:5).

C.  The most vulnerable—old and young—are secure when God is home because    
there will no longer be poverty and war.

Part 4

The colour of marvellous awe highlights the atmosphere of God’s home (Zechariah 8:6).

A. The Hebrew word for “marvellous” means “an extraordinary act that evokes 
astonishment.” Excitement, astonishment, and praise permeate God’s home city.

B. The people cannot imagine this, but for God it is his loyal action as he keeps his covenant 
promises.

Part 5

The colour of finally “being home” after being scattered among the 
nations of the world (Zechariah 8:7–8).

A. The phrase “from … the east and the west” means “from everywhere.” God takes   
 action to bring his scattered people back home.

B.  God’s deepest desire is fulfilled: He has his people and his people have their God.



Application: 
The final chapters of the Bible tell us that the rebellion of human beings and the resistance 
of evil powers will not defeat God’s eternal purposes for his creation. The universe and the 
people in it are God’s. To reclaim his creation God sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to die the death 
we all deserve. God raised Jesus to new life and has invited us into that life, starting now and 
lasting for eternity. Our future with God in his new heavens and earth are almost beyond 
description, yet it is real. God is the solid reality which we all must face and decide about. 
How about you? Death itself has been defeated in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Will you receive the eternal life that God now offers? Those who claim to be followers of 
Jesus, what is your highest value? God and the Lamb are the priceless focus of eternity. How 
are you weighing your values against the living God? What can you do to show to others that 
Jesus Christ is the centre and destiny of your life? Ask him to show you.


