
Introduction: 
“I firmly believe that the governments of Turkey, Russia, and the United States know exactly 
where [Noah’s] ark sits. They suppress the information…. The structure will be revealed in its 
time” (Richard Carl Bright, ark seeker). Noah’s ark fascinates many people. Even Marco Polo 
wrote about seeking the ark. Two replicas of Noah’s ark exist today. One sea-worthy replica 
built by Johan Huibers in 2013 is anchored in the Netherlands. The other replica, sponsored by 
Ken Ham and his organization Answers in Genesis, opened in 2016 in Williamstown, Kentucky. 
The story of Noah’s ark intrigues children, theologians, historians, and modern-day ark seekers. 
The ark was needed to survive the great flood, a catastrophic event recounted by many ancient 
cultures. The Jewish version of the flood story is found in Genesis 6–9. Let’s probe the great 
flood and the story of Noah’s ark to discover truths about God.

Part 1 

God’s heart is deeply grieved by the total corruption of the human race (Genesis 6:5–6).

A. God creates people to enjoy his love and the beauty of creation (Genesis 1–2).

B. Human beings rebel against God, and their wickedness spirals out of control.   
Genesis 4:8 - Cain kills Abel.  Genesis 4:23–24 - Lamech celebrates violent revenge. 
Genesis 6:5 - the whole human race is corrupt.

C. Because of God’s great heart of love, God is painfully grieved (Genesis 6:6). Human 
beings, image bearers of God, have totally lost their reason for being and have become a 
danger to themselves.

D. God recruits Noah’s family for a human race “do over” (Genesis 6:8–10).

Application: 
Someone has said there is no pain as intense as parental pain. After a daughter has an 
abortion, a son overdoses on drugs, or an infant dies unexpectedly, a parent feels such deep 
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pain that it threatens to smother life itself. Imagine this: “[God’s] heart was deeply troubled” 
(Genesis 6:6). Do you believe God lovingly identifies with you in your pain? Jesus himself is 
described as a man “familiar with pain” (Isaiah 53:3). When you cry out in grief, God says, “I 
hear you and I do know what it’s like.” C. S. Lewis wrote that “God shouts in our pain.” What is 
God speaking to you?

 
Part 2

God commands Noah to build an ark to save the human race 
from extinction (Genesis 6:14–22).

A. Noah is a minority of one on the planet (Genesis 6:9).

1. Noah is righteous (does what is right), blameless, and walks with God.

2. Noah listens to God and obeys (Genesis 6:22; 7:5).

B. Noah builds a massive boat as God directs. The ark is 510 feet long, 85 feet wide, and 
51 feet high. It holds all eight members of Noah’s family and two of every kind of living 
creature and bird.

C. Noah and his three sons—Shem, Ham, and Japheth—and their wives, and the    
animals and birds are saved by the ark while the rest of all living creation die   
(Genesis 7:21–23).

Part 3

God promises to Noah that never again will he destroy the 
human race by a flood (Genesis 9:11, 14–16).

A. Noah worships God for saving him and his family (Genesis 8:20).

B. God makes a covenant promise to Noah and sets the rainbow as the sign of the   
covenant (Genesis 9:16).

C. Noah and his sons and their wives are blessed by God to repopulate the earth (Genesis 
9:1).

Application: 
God - our Creator and Lord - commands. God - our Saviour and Friend - promises. God wants 
us, as the old hymn says, to trust and obey. Trust God’s promises and obey his commands. 
Behind every command and promise of God is his heart of infinite love. Noah lived by faith in 
his corrupt generation even though he had no Bible, no church, no daily devotionals, and no 
praise music. “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark 
to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness 
that is in keeping with faith” (Hebrews 11:7). What promise of God do you need to lean on? 
What command of God do you need to obey? Your trust and obedience may impact many 
people around you. Live by faith.



Introduction: 
One of the most popular and longest-running musicals is Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat, with lyrics by Tim Rice and music by Andrew Lloyd Webber. The “coat of many 
colours” or “the colourful robe” becomes not only the symbol of the dreamer whose dreams 
come true, but also sadly the trigger of jealousy among Joseph’s envious brothers. Beyond the 
wistful dreamer and the sibling rivalry of the Joseph story, we enter the story of God, who uses 
bad human choices to bring about good results and who turns a man’s dreams into nightmares 
and then back into stunning dreams again. 

Part 1 

Playing favourites with children is not good for the family (Genesis 37:3–4).

A. Jacob loves Joseph more than his other eleven sons.

1. Jacob advertises his favouritism by giving Joseph a colourful robe (Genesis 
37:3).

2. Jacob’s favouritism toward Joseph provokes jealousy and hatred in Joseph’s 
brothers (Genesis 37:4, 8, 11, 18).

B. Joseph’s brothers sell Joseph to an Ishmaelite caravan going to Egypt  (Genesis 37:28). 

1. Joseph, the dreamer, has dreams in which his family serve him (Genesis 37:5–
7, 9). His dreams insult the family.

2. Joseph’s brothers despise “the dreamer” and get rid of him.

3. Joseph’s brothers tell Jacob that a wild animal killed Joseph (Genesis 37:31–
33).
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Part 2

Working with bad human choices, God fulfils his good and 
wise purposes (Genesis 39, 41–42, 45).

A. Joseph, a Hebrew slave, maintains his integrity and purity despite the sexual    
advances of Potiphar’s wife (Genesis 39:7–10).

B. Jailed because of Potiphar’s wife’s false accusation, Joseph is enabled by God to interpret 
the dreams of an incarcerated cupbearer and baker (Genesis 40). 

C. Pharaoh has two dreams which his wise men cannot interpret, and the cupbearer tells 
Pharaoh of Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams (Genesis 41:9–13).

D. Joseph’s interpretations of Pharaoh’s dreams catapult Joseph to the highest    
office in the land (Genesis 41:39–40).

Part 3

Revealing himself to and forgiving his brothers, Joseph speaks of 
God’s good purpose (Genesis 45:5–7; 50:20).

A. The famine forces Jacob and his sons to get food from Egypt (Genesis 42:1–3).

B. Joseph’s brothers do not recognize Joseph, but Joseph knows them (Genesis 42:6–7).

C. Joseph schemes to get his entire family to Egypt (Genesis 42:18–20; 43–44).

D.  Joseph reveals himself to his brothers and to Jacob, his father (Genesis 45:1–7; 46:28–30).

Application: 
Joseph told his brothers, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives” (Genesis 50:20). The followers 
of Jesus believe that “in all things God works for the good of those who love him” (Romans 
8:28). Not all things are good, but God is always good. Only God can make beauty from ashes, 
turn death into life, provide hope in despair. The story of Joseph points to an even greater 
story—the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Out of humanity’s worst choices—to 
reject, abuse, and crucify the Son of God - God provides the staggering gift of life eternal. Jesus 
died, was buried, and rose again the third day. The worst evil was turned into the greatest 
good. Have you trusted Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord? Step into God’s grand story 
where nothing is wasted. The last words of God’s story are not death and pain, but life and 
glory forever. What’s keeping you from receiving Christ right now?



Introduction: 
Euonymus alatus is a species of plant used often in landscaping homes. What makes the 
plant distinctive is that its leaves turn a fiery red in autumn. The common name for the plant 
is “burning bush.” The plant seems to be blazing with fire but is not burned up. Do you know 
the Bible story behind the plant’s common name? In Exodus 3, Moses meets God in a burning 
bush, a bush ablaze with fire, yet not consumed by the flames. This meeting of Moses with 
God launched one of the most startling liberation events in world history. That liberation 
became a preview of the freedom brought to the whole human race by the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Let’s go to the burning bush.

Part 1 

God speaks to Moses from the midst of a burning bush (Exodus 3:1–4).

A. God spares baby Moses from death because God has a purpose for him (Exodus 2:1–10). 
Moses is raised and trained in the royal courts of Egypt.

B. Moses acts impulsively against the oppression of his people, the Hebrews, and commits 
murder. He flees for his life (Exodus 2:11–15).

C. God miraculously encounters Moses from the flames of a burning bush (Exodus 3:1–4). 
God uses Moses’ curiosity to get his attention.

 
Part 2

God hears the cry of his people and calls Moses to rescue 
them from oppression  (Exodus 3:5–10).
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A. To God hears, cares about, and acts to relieve the severe misery of his people (Exodus 
3:7, 9). 

B. God will give a good, bountiful promised land to his people (Exodus 3:8).

C.  God chooses Moses to confront Pharaoh and to lead the Hebrews to freedom (Exodus 
3:10). On holy ground, Moses receives a holy mission (3:5, 10).

Part 3

God refutes and strongly reacts to the many excuses Moses 
makes to not obey the mission of God (Exodus 3:11–4:13).

A. Moses makes five excuses (Exodus 3:11–4:17).

1. Moses: Who am I? I’m a nobody (3:11).  God: I will be with you (3:12).

2. Moses: What if they ask who sent me? What’s my authority? (3:13).  God: Tell 
them, “I AM THAT I AM sent you. I will do mighty things to liberate my people” 
(3:14–22).

3. Moses: What if they don’t believe me? (4:1). God: I will empower you to do 
miracles (4:2–9).

4. Moses: I can’t speak well. I stammer (4:10).  God: Who made your mouth? I 
will help you speak (4:11–12).

5. Moses: Send someone else! (4:13).  God: Take your brother Aaron. He will 
speak for you (4:14–17).

B.  Moses and Aaron meet and report to the elders of Israel the mission God gave to   
 them (Exodus 4:27–31).

Application: 
The burning bush story is in the book of Exodus. The word exodus means “going out” and 
captures the great liberation of God’s people from four hundred years of Egyptian tyranny. 
Slavery in the Bible is a picture of sin. For example, the apostle Paul wrote, “When you were 
slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness” (Romans 6:20). Just as Moses 
led God’s people out of miserable slavery to Pharaoh, so Jesus accomplished an even greater 
“exodus” by his death on the cross and resurrection from the dead. In fact, Jesus, Moses, 
and Elijah talked about Jesus’ exodus on the Mount of Transfiguration (Luke 9:30–31). As God 
spoke to Moses from a burning bush, so now God speaks to those who will listen from the 
cross, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). Have 
you acted impulsively and caused harm? Have you turned a deaf ear to the cries of misery 
in our world? Do you make excuses for not fulfilling God’s purpose for your life? God is so 
patient, caring, and forgiving. What do you need to own up to before God? In Jesus Christ, 
God gave his life for you. Think about it: for you. Such love calls for a response. What will 
yours be?



Introduction: 
The 613 commands in the law pulsate with the love of God. Behind the revealed will of God 
is the loving heart of God. The law was God’s love song to Israel, and God likens the law to a 
marriage license meant to seal a relationship of love. Moses, who first mediated the law from 
God at Mount Sinai, expounds the law for the new generation as the nation is poised to enter 
the promised land from the plains of Moab (Deuteronomy 1:5). Because God showed great and 
gracious love to his people by delivering them mightily from slavery in Egypt, Moses reminds 
the people that they can show their gratitude to God by hearing and obeying his commands. 
The law was not viewed as a burden, but as a blessing, because the law made it possible for 
Israel to experience joyful fellowship with their one true God. The unique feature of God’s love 
is that it is fiery; God is fiercely jealous for his people. God will not tolerate anything but total 
loyalty from his people. As symbol of his passion and holiness, God gave the law from the fire 
of his awesome presence.

Part 1 

God gives the Law with a loud voice out of his fiery presence (Deuteronomy 5:22).

A. God speaks the Ten Commandments to the people (Deuteronomy 5:6–21).

1. The first four commandments speak of people’s reverence for God.

2. The remaining six commandments speak of the people’s reverence for one 
another.

B. The people are fearful of God’s fiery, commanding presence and ask Moses to mediate 
God’s commands to them (Deuteronomy 5:23–27). 
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Application: 
Nothing like this is recorded in the nations of the Ancient Near East. The gods of the nations 
were fickle, capricious, and petty. The nations did not know the will of the gods they served. 
In contrast, the LORD God of Israel made his will clearly known. The people knew that God 
loved them and knew how to love God in return. Our God is a speaking God. He makes 
himself known. What a tremendous gift God’s law (Word) was to his people. How will you 
express your gratitude to God that he speaks to you? How does God speak to his people 
today?

 
Part 2

God expects total allegiance from his people from generation to generation 
(Deuteronomy 6:1–3).

A. Love only the Lord your God with your whole being and teach your children to    
do the same (Deuteronomy 6:4–9).

B. In times of plenty and comfort, do not forget the Lord your God (Deuteronomy 6:10–
12). 

C.  Do not ignite the Lord God’s fierce jealousy by tolerating and worshipping idols 
(Deuteronomy 6:13–19).

D.  Tell your children why you obey the laws of the Lord your God (Deuteronomy 6:20–25).

Application: 
In Matthew 22:37–39, Jesus cited Deuteronomy 6:5 - “Love the LORD your God” - as the 
greatest commandment, followed by “Love your neighbour as yourself” (Leviticus 19:8). No 
commandments are greater than these two. God’s great liberating love shown to us at the 
cross where Jesus died makes a claim on our lives: will we in return love God totally? Jesus 
requires our uncontested allegiance. Have you responded to God’s great love revealed in 
Jesus Christ?

Part 3

God repeatedly insists on total loyalty to him because he is totally 
loyal to us (Deuteronomy 7).

A. Idolatry is strictly forbidden because God’s people are a holy nation, a people set   
 apart for the LORD God alone (Deuteronomy 7:1–6).

B. God’s love for his people is grounded in his gracious choice (Deuteronomy 7:7–11).



C. God desires to abundantly bless his people as they obey his words (Deuteronomy 7:12–16).

D.  God will fight for his people so they need not fear the enemy nations    
(Deuteronomy 7:17–26), “for the LORD your God, who is among you, is a great and 
awesome God” (Deuteronomy 7:21).

Application: 
Moses raises the question: why did God set his affection upon Israel? It was not because Israel 
was large or famous. In fact, they were a miserable band of slaves in Egypt. He loved them 
simply because he chose to love them and keep his word to them (Deuteronomy 7:7–8). 
Salvation has always been by God’s grace through faith in his way to liberate us. God’s way now 
is through Jesus Christ. None of us qualify for God’s love. We surely cannot earn it. We don’t 
deserve it. Yet God chooses to love us so deeply that he gave his Son as the sacrifice for our 
sin. Today is your day to choose life. Everlasting life. Will you?



Introduction: 
Spy novels and spy movies have long fascinated us. When James Bond, the tuxedo-wearing 
spy of author Ian Fleming’s imagination, hit the movie screens in the 1960s, the Baby Boomer 
generation was hooked. Not much later, spy buffoon Maxwell Smart took to TV. Spies and spy 
craft became part of the American conversation. The ancient fifth century BC Chinese book 
of war suggests, “All war is based on deception.” In the Bible, Joseph was the first to utter the 
word spy as he accused his own brothers of being spies (Genesis 42:9, 14). The Hebrew word 
for spying can also mean “slander.” The root word means “feet.” Just as slander is using words 
for a deceptive purpose, so spying is using feet for secretive activity. Joshua, in command of 
the armies of Israel and on the verge of attacking Jericho, sent in two spies. The two spies met 
Rahab, a prostitute, who was adept at her own subterfuge. Who is the real spy in the story?

Part 1 

Rahab, the Canaanite prostitute, hides the two Hebrew spies (Joshua 2:1–13).

A. The king of Jericho confronts Rahab about the spies (2:1–2).

B. Rahab hides the spies but reports to the king that the spies left Jericho (2:4–7).

C. Rahab provides the spies with vital information about Jericho’s condition. (2:8–11). The 
whole city is dreading the battle because of Israel’s great God.

D. Rahab pleads that she and her family be spared from death in the battle (2:12–13).

Application: 
Was Rahab’s subterfuge sin? She was a prostitute, yet she put her faith in the mighty power 
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of Israel’s God. Did she sin? If so, during World War II, was it a sin for Corrie ten Boom to hide 
Jews from the Nazis? Corrie and her sister were devout Christians. Is saving human lives a 
greater good than telling the truth about those endeavours? What would you do?

 
Part 2

The Hebrew spies return to Joshua with information they gathered (Joshua 2:14–24).

A. The spies assure Rahab that they will keep their promise (oath) to her (2:14).

B. Rahab helps the spies escape down the wall of Jericho (2:15–16).

C. The Hebrew spies give vital and binding instructions to Rahab about how to save   
 herself and her family (2:17–21).

D. The Hebrew spies report that all of Jericho fears Israel’s army (2:23–24).

Application: 
The scarlet cord is mentioned twice in the story (2:18, 21), and some commentators liken it 
to the blood put on the door frames at Passover, a mark that saved the first-born in those 
houses. The scarlet cord also reminds us of the blood of Jesus. When, like Rahab, we face a 
fierce battle, we can overcome our enemy through the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 12:11). 
A relationship with God is made possible because Jesus said, “This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood.” 

 

Part 3

Rahab and her family are saved by the same two spies she protected (Joshua 6:17, 22–23, 25). 

A. Rahab protects God’s people, and God’s people protect her (Joshua 6:25).

B. Rahab is remembered for her act of faith in God (Hebrews 11:31).

C. Rahab is named in the genealogy of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:5).

Application: 
Jesus made a daring and startling claim to the religious leaders of his time: “Truly I tell 
you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you” 
(Matthew 21:31). God is not looking for nice people, but for believing people - people who 
know they can’t save themselves and admit their need for God. Rahab, a prostitute, heard of 
God’s power and responded with acts of faith, risking her own life. Prostitutes in Jesus’ day 
heard him and believed him and found the door to the kingdom of God open to them. Four 
unlikely women are found in Jesus’ genealogy: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba. At the 
heart of the Christian faith is a God of infinite love who acts toward us with startling grace. 
Have you responded to God’s love in Christ? As a follower of Jesus, how do you view and 
respond to the marginalized and tainted people in our world?



Introduction: 
John Hercus, M.D., in his book David, describes the biblical character David like this: “The kid 
was a genius. Brilliant. Now ask yourself just what must happen if you set a boy with an IQ 
of 150ish in a peasant home where the brightest of his big brothers didn’t even make high 
school, and give him the musical talent of a Beethoven and the poetry skill of a Shakespeare 
and the hand-and-eye coordination of a Babe Ruth and a military genius that has never once 
reappeared in all history.… This is a story [about David] recorded by none other than God 
himself. Perhaps the most complete record of any man that God has given us—more complete, 
indeed, than the life of Jesus himself” (viii–ix). Let’s consider the David and Goliath story in 1 
Samuel 17 that reports the day that David, the shepherd boy, became David, the man who 
would be king.

Part 1 
Goliath, the Philistine giant, defies the God and armies of Israel 

(1 Samuel 17:8–10, 23, 36, 43).

A. Goliath is nine feet, nine inches tall and carries a massive sword, javelin, and spear.

B. Out of fear, no one in Saul’s army will accept Goliath’s challenge (1 Samuel 17:10–11, 24).

C. Goliath, to his own defeat, has confidence in his size, his weapons, and his gods. 
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Part 2

David, a young Israelite shepherd boy, honours his God and the army of Israel 
(1 Samuel 17:26, 32, 45–47).

A. David’s father Jesse sends him to the battlefield with food for his brothers (1 Samuel 
17:17–19).

B. David eagerly volunteers to fight Goliath (1 Samuel 17:32).

1. David’s oldest brother, Eliab, angrily rejects David’s decision (1 Samuel 17:28).

2. David’s offer to confront Goliath is accepted by King Saul (1 Samuel 17:33–40).

Part 3

David and Goliath confront each other in the challenge of battle (1 Samuel 17:41–51).

A. Goliath despises David as “only a boy” and mocks his weapons as “sticks” (1 Samuel 
17:42–44). 

B. David reveals his real weapon, and it is not a sling and a stone: “You come against me 
with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD 
Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied” (1 Samuel 17:45, 
emphasis added).

C. “The battle is the LORD’s” (1 Samuel 17:47). David kills Goliath, and the Philistine army 
flees (1 Samuel 17:50–51).

D. King Saul seeks to know whose son David is, for he has earned a generous reward   
(1 Samuel 17:25, 58).

Application: 
Louie Giglio in his latest book, Goliath Must Fall, points out that we all have giants in our lives, 
our own Goliaths. We may face the giant of fear, of rejection, of comfort, of greed, of some 
addiction (like gluttony, shopping, alcohol). Just as God did not intend for his people to live in 
fear of Goliath and the Philistines, so God does not want us to live at the mercy of our giants. 
God sent the greatest warrior to face our greatest enemies and to come out the champion. 
Our Goliaths are too big for us, but never too big for Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Defender. 
Jesus fought our fight and won for us! What are you facing today that seems like it has a 
relentless grip on your life? Admit it to Jesus and ask Jesus how he has already set you free. 
What is your weapon? Who does the battle belong to? 



Introduction: 
To say that the reign of King Solomon was the golden era in Israel is a classic understatement. 
Solomon received twenty-five tons of gold for each of the thirty-nine years he was king. It is 
estimated that Solomon’s net worth was 2.1 trillion dollars, and that he was literally the richest 
man ever. Not only was Solomon rich, he was wise. “King Solomon was greater in riches and 
wisdom than all the other kings of the earth” (1 Kings 10:23). David had at least nineteen sons 
as mentioned in the Bible. Solomon was one of five sons born to David and Bathsheba. After 
some deadly infighting for the throne among David’s sons, David himself directed that, after his 
death, Solomon take the throne (1 Kings 1:29–30, 38–40). For a relatively brief time the world 
saw a king and nation blessed abundantly by God. Israel for a time was a nation so blessed and 
beautiful, the world came to attention and wondered how this could be. First Kings 10 presents 
Solomon as a unique king and Israel as the stunning queen of the nations

Part 1 

Solomon asks God not for wealth and fame but for wisdom to rule as king (1 Kings 3:7–9).

A. God offers Solomon a “blank check,” so to speak (1 Kings 3:5).

B. Solomon requests discernment for how to rule as king and how to determine right from 
wrong (1 Kings 3:9).

C. God, pleased with Solomon’s request, also offers both riches and honour (1 Kings 3:13).

Application: 
What if God gave you a blank check as God did Solomon, what would you ask for? How 
important are wisdom and discernment to you? The Bible presents wisdom as a commodity 
worth more than great wealth (Proverbs 3:13–15). For what do you need God’s wisdom? God 
wants us to ask (James 1:5).
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Part 2

Solomon’s wealth and wisdom capture the attention of the nations (1 Kings 10).

A. The visit of the queen of Sheba represents the nations’ admiration for Solomon (1 Kings 
10:1–13). 

1. The queen of Sheba brings expensive gifts (1 Kings 10:2).

2. The queen of Sheba admires Solomon’s blessed reign (1 Kings 10:6–8). 

3. The queen of Sheba’s declares: “Praise be to the LORD your God, who has 
delighted in you and placed you on the throne of Israel. Because of the 
LORD’s eternal love for Israel, he has made you king to maintain justice and 
righteousness” (1 Kings 10:9). God gets the glory!

B. The nations of the world trade with Solomon’s empire and seek Solomon’s wisdom (1 
Kings 10:14–29).

1. Solomon has so much gold that silver is like pebbles and has little value (1 
Kings 10:21, 27).

2. World leaders seek out Solomon to hear the wisdom God has put in his heart 
(1 Kings 10:24). God gets the glory!

3. Tragically, Solomon disobeys God and his heart becomes wicked rather than 
wise (1 Kings 11:4, 6). Solomon does evil, and Israel’s golden era fades into 
rebellion and civil war.

Application: 
Jesus once asked, “What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their 
soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?” (Mark 8:36–37). Someone wisely 
asked, “Are you making a living or are you making a life?” The problem with pursuing money 
is that it can become an idol. Jesus said, “You cannot serve both God and money” (Matthew 
6:24b). Could our own American dollar testify against us in the final judgment, declaring, “Did 
you really believe ‘In God We Trust,’ or did you trust in me?” Seek God’s wisdom, work hard, 
and receive any material blessing as God’s gift to you, not as an end to itself.



Introduction: 
Only two people in the Old Testament are taken into heaven without dying—Enoch and the 
prophet Elijah. About Enoch the Bible cryptically states, “Enoch walked with God; then he was 
no more, because God took him away” (Genesis 5:24). The prophet Elijah went up into heaven 
in a whirlwind on a chariot of fire (2 Kings 2:11). Why? Some believe Enoch and Elijah are the 
“two witnesses” of Revelation 11 who have great prophetic words and power, though the two 
witnesses are not actually named. One cannot be dogmatic about why Enoch and Elijah did not 
die other than to note that God’s good purposes were fulfilled in their lives. Elijah’s departure 
in 2 Kings 2 offers a glimpse into the transfer of prophetic leadership and power from Elijah to 
Elisha, his apprentice. 

Part 1 

Elijah tests Elisha’s loyalty with a zig-zag journey to the Jordan River (2 Kings 2:1–8).

A. Elijah goes from Gilgal to Bethel, then back to Jericho and then the Jordan River.

B. Each time Elijah commands Elisha to stay back, Elisha refuses (2 Kings 2:2, 4, 6).

C. The “company of the prophets” want to witness the transfer of leadership    
(2 Kings 2:3, 5, 7).

 
Part 2

Elisha makes a daring request of Elijah before Elijah’s fiery ascent into heaven
 (2 Kings 2:9–12).
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A. Elisha requests a “double portion” of Elijah’s spirit, that is, prophetic authority    
and power (2 Kings 2:9).

B. Elijah responds that the request is difficult, yet says it will be done if Elisha witnesses 
Elijah’s ascent into heaven (2 Kings 2:10).

C. Elijah ascends into heaven in a whirlwind and on a chariot and horses of fire    
(2 Kings 2:11–12). 

 

Part 3

Elisha begins to demonstrate his prophetic authority and power (2 Kings 2:13–25).

A. With Elijah’s cloak, Elisha parts the Jordan River (as did Elijah) (2 Kings 2:13–14).

B. The company of prophets test Elisha’s eyewitness account of Elijah’s departure   
(2 Kings 2:15–18).

1. The prophets suggest that God relocated and/or buried Elijah on earth (2 
Kings 2:16–17).

2. Elisha’s report is confirmed as correct (2 Kings 2:18).

C. Elisha “heals” the bitter, deadly spring waters of Jericho (2 Kings 2:19–22) as Moses 
healed the waters of Marah (Exodus 15:23–25).

D. Elisha severely punishes young boys who mock the prophet of the LORD.(2 Kings 2:23–
25). The insinuation of their mockery is that Elisha is not a legitimate prophet of God as 
Elijah was.

Application: 
Many scholars point out that Elisha had twice as many prophetic encounters and did twice 
as many miracles as Elijah, and so it appears that Elisha did indeed receive a “double portion” 
of Elijah’s prophetic authority. Prophets in the Old Testament did not primarily predict the 
future (though that can be seen), but courageously called an increasingly disobedient people 
back to God and his Word. The prophets’ key command was “repent,” that is, turn back to 
the way of life that God has revealed in his law. The prophets repeatedly remind us that the 
only path to genuine life is God’s way. All other ways, as reasonable as they may seem, will 
lead to death. “Choose life!” is the prophets’ clarion call. Today, we know Jesus Christ is the 
way to abundant life (John 10:10; John 14:6). Jesus is God’s ultimate prophet who calls us to 
“repent” and find life everlasting in him. What is keeping you from trusting in Jesus Christ?


