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Community Bible Experience
An exciting way to read and engage with scripture

Community Bible Experience is a simple, yet revolutionary idea – what if 
we gave people a Bible without verse numbers, chapter numbers and all 
the other things that can interrupt the text – and invited them to read whole sections of 
the Bible all the way through?

What if we made it a community experience – more like a book club than a Bible study – 
where people of all ages can get together and share their questions and encouragements?

What if we encouraged participation from all ages across the church, providing the bible 
text and resources in formats that help children and young people get involved too.

Community Bible Experience welcomes everyone  
whatever their age, background or knowledge of the Bible.

 From the spiritually curious to long-time churchgoers.

 From young children to teens and adults.

 From those involved in leading small group Bible studies to those who think the Bible 
is too difficult to understand.

Ignite a passion  
for the Bible in your church!
Nothing is more important to church vitality and personal spiritual growth than a deep, 
sustained connection with the Bible.

http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
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What people  
are saying about 
Community Bible 

Experience‘As a church re-planter I was tasked with 
church revitalization. Although conscious 
of the enormity of the task, I decided to 
run Community Bible Experience and prayed 
hard that we would get 20 people to take part. 
I was blown away when 90 people signed-up to 
read the New Testament. We didn’t even have 
90 people in our church! Who would have thought something as simple as reading the Bible 
together could revitalize a church?’

Church Leader – Craigavon Presbyterian Church, Co. Armagh

‘Community Bible Experience helped me understand what the New Testament has to say in 
a way years of formal Bible studies couldn’t. The consistency of teaching across a range of 
authors as they deal with the same recurrent themes is compelling.’ 

‘Fantastic - just don’t want to read the Bible any other way. The big story opens up so many 
more issues and makes so much more sense and I see it as my story much more now.’

Participants – Greenisland Baptist Church, Co. Antrim

 ‘I have to say that what has taken me by surprise is the community aspect of this project. 
Never did I expect to discuss the Bible at the school gate where I pick up my granddaughter. 
My daughter also commented that she has been discussing the readings with other mums and 
grans in the playground.’

Participant – Baljaffray Parish, Glasgow

 ‘Community Bible Experience made me look at the Bible in a new way. I now feel like I have 
got to know the people in the Bible better, know the stories better and understand the 
message better. I will be using this book again and again as I enjoyed how everything flows 
together in a very natural way.’ 

Participant – St Andrew’s Edgware, London
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Read Big, Read Well, Read Together.
Community Bible Experience is a revolutionary way to gather together and read the Bible, 
encouraging regular, meaningful engagement with God’s Word.

READ  BIG
Community Bible Experience invites you to read a section of the Bible all the way through, 
reading whole books, not just bits and pieces. Through Community Bible Experience, you 
can go beyond reading the Bible in fragments and without context giving you a more 
complete picture of God’s great story and your part in it.

READ  WELL
Featuring the original and pioneering ‘Books of the Bible’ formatting, Community Bible 
Experience uses a fresh, yet ancient, presentation of Scripture, with the full NIV text. 
Chapter and verse numbers, study notes, cross references, footnotes and red letters 
have been removed and natural section breaks have been restored. The Books of the 
Bible is arranged in an order that helps you to see the unfolding drama more easily. Book 
introductions are included to prepare you for a more in-depth reading experience. The Bible 
text is presented in a clear single-column format and easy-to-read font size. 

READ  TOGETHER
Community Bible Experience encourages you to gather your church, your small group, your 
family or a few friends – and commit to reading the Bible together using one of the Books 
of the Bible volumes and the corresponding 8 or 16 week reading plan. Each week, you’ll 
meet in small groups to discuss what you’re reading. These gatherings are designed to feel 
more like a book club than a traditional Bible study. They’re an opportunity to share how 
God’s story is impacting you – what inspires, surprises, unsettles or challenges you. And with 
new resources for children and pre-school it is now a truly all age community experience. 

 What’s something you noticed for the first time?

 What questions did you have?

 Was there anything that bothered you?

 What did you learn about loving God?

 What did you learn about loving others?

http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
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Here’s how it works
Step 1
Gather together your group, and choose where you want to begin, selecting ‘The 
Books of the Bible’ volume and reading plan that’s right for you. Remember, there are 
also children’s editions so the whole church can get involved.

Step 2
Order your books online at www.biblicaeurope.com/shop allowing a few weeks 
before you plan to start meeting if possible. 

Step 3
Access the supporting resources you need to help along the way, including daily 
audio, eBooks, introductory videos and leader’s resources.

Step 4
Contact us to let us know you’re starting your Community Bible 
Experience programme. By registering your group, you will benefit from the 
support of our dedicated CBE Programme Co-ordinator who will answer any 
questions you have along the way.

Step 5
Launch your Community Bible Experience programme by having 
a special service or get-together the week before you start your reading. A 
suggested time-line for your Community Bible Experience journey can be found 
on page 7.

Step 6 
Let us know how you get on in your group setting! We would love 
to hear stories and feedback of how God has used his Word to impact your 
church and community.

Step 7
Keep going – use Community Bible Experience as a springboard to continue 
reading God’s Word for many years to come! For suggestions on how to keep 
going see page 20.

‘Community Bible Experience was one of the most exciting projects 
that we have run in recent years. It had a transformative effect on 
the fellowship. It brought people together around God’s Word and 
energised and united the church.’

Cartsbridge Evangelical Church

http://www.biblicaeurope.com/shop
http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
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Community Bible Experience
Suggested Timeline for 8 week reading programme

‘Having committed to Community Bible Experience, we were so 
encouraged by both the number of people who took up the challenge 
and the impact that it had on their personal life and the life of the 
church. People were reading scriptures they had never seen before 
and in many ways, Community Bible Experience brought new life into 
their bible reading and relationship with God. I would highly recommend CBE to 
anyone wanting to engage with the fullness of the Bible and the power it holds.’ 

Grand Union Vineyard Church, Milton Keynes

4-6 weeks before  Introduce Community Bible Experience to your church. Show 
the animated video introduction. Invite people to sign up.

3 weeks before  Show one of the CBE Video stories. Remind people to sign-
up. Place order for Bibles. 

2 weeks before  Remind people to sign-up for a small group. Make books 
available for collection. 

1 week before  Plan a special service to launch Community Bible Experience. 
Remind your congregation to pick up their copy of the Bible.

Weeks 1-4 Small groups meet weekly.

Half-way update  Have a mid-way update on a Sunday Morning. Use interviews, 
video diary footage recorded during first 4 weeks, etc.

Weeks 5-8 Small groups meet weekly.

1 week after  Special celebration service with testimonies, stories etc.

http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
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Resources
The Books of the Bible - Adult Editions *

The Books of the Bible for Kids - Children’s Editions
The Books of the Bible for Kids is a fresh way for children to experience Scripture. Perfect 
for reading together as a family or Sunday school. Using abridged text from the easy-to-
read New International Readers Version (NIrV), this is ideal for ages 8-12.

The Books of the Bible: My Bible Story Colouring Book (ages 3-7)
Pre-schoolers can follow along by colouring Bible stories from  
each week’s readings. This book covers all four parts to make up 32 
colouring activities.

*Each adult book comes with its own bookmark which includes an 8 or 16 week reading plan.

Part 1 for Kids: 
Covenant History
Discover the 
Beginnings of  
God’s People.

Part 3 for Kids:  
The Writings
Learn from Stories, 
Poetry and Songs.

Part 2 for Kids: 
The Prophets
Listen to God’s 
Messengers Tell about 
Hope and Truth.

Part 4 for Kids:  
New Testament
Read the Story of 
Jesus, His Church 
and His Return.

Part 2:   
The Prophets
Listen to God’s 
Messengers Proclaiming 
Hope and Truth.

Part 1:  
Covenant History
Discover the Origins 
of God’s People.

Part 3: 
The Writings
Find Wisdom in 
Stories, Poetry  
and Songs.

Part 4:  
New Testament
Enter the Story of 
Jesus’ Church and 
His Return.

http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
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Other Resources
Books of the Bible DVD Study Resource
Join Pastor Jeff Manion and Teacher John Walton as they look at the context 
and purpose for each book of the Bible. Includes eight 10-minute videos for 
each of the four scripture books for a total of 32 sessions. 

Books of the Bible for Kids Children’s CD Resource
This resource provides you with 32 weeks of lesson plans covering all four 
parts of Community Bible Experience. There are 8 lessons for each part 
corresponding with one of the bible stories from that week’s reading. They 
are divided up into 3 different age groups from Preschool through to 12 years 
of age. Sample lessons can be found on the resources section of our website.

Reading Plans
A bookmark containing the 8 and 16 week reading plan will 
be provided with each book purchased. Further copies can be 
downloaded or ordered from our website.

You can also follow the Community Bible Experience New Testament 
Reading Plan on YouVersion. 

Audio Books
To enhance your journey through Community Bible Experience why not consider 
using the audio versions which are available to buy from our webshop? These 
feature the highly acclaimed NIV Audio Bible, read by David Suchet in an 8-week 

reading plan format, as well as book introductions and background narrated by 
Matthew Rutherford. You and your group can also access a streamed version of the daily 
audio in the resources section of our website, using the access code you obtained when 
purchasing your hard copy book.

eBooks
Both adult and children’s eBooks are available from our webshop. 

Sermon Outlines
One of the ways to get the most out of Community Bible 
Experience is to tie your Sunday sermons in with the readings 
for that week. You will find suggested sermon outlines on the 
resources section of our website.

Videos
There are also a selection of videos available to download and 
use to introduce Community Bible Experience to your church. 

http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
www.biblicaeurope.com/resources
https://www.biblicaeurope.com/our-work/community-bible-experience/resources/reading-plans
https://www.biblicaeurope.com/our-work/community-bible-experience/resources/reading-plans
https://www.biblicaeurope.com/bible-shop
https://www.biblicaeurope.com/resources
https://www.biblicaeurope.com/resources
https://www.biblicaeurope.com/our-work/community-bible-experience/resources/video
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 Community Bible Experience is more like a book club than a Bible study. This format 
lends itself to being very flexible. Groups can meet anywhere…. homes, cafes, 
libraries, offices, church halls, parent and toddler groups, gyms and so on. Think 
about the people who will be attending your group and pick a setting that will be 
most accessible and familiar to them.

 We recommend each group has a facilitator who should have a copy of this Welcome 
Pack. The role of the facilitator is to make people feel welcome and get the discussion 
started each week. Remember this is to be more like a book club than a Bible study. 
You want to get people talking freely about what they are reading. People will come 
with different perspectives, backgrounds and assumptions, some may be new to 
the Bible, others may be lifelong students. Your role is not to settle every debate or 
answer every question. Don’t let it become a theological debate. If difficult questions 
or controversial topics arise, have an agreement that these are passed on to the 
leadership team to follow up with individuals over a cup of coffee or become part of 
a possible future sermon series.

Getting started –  
Small Group Discussion
Setting up your small groups

‘There is nothing more important in our generation than getting 
people reading God’s Word. The beauty of Community Bible 
Experience is that it is an uncluttered, direct interaction with the 
text – no study notes, or even chapter divisions to dilute your own 
engagement with what God has said, and how he has said it. I highly 
recommend Community Bible Experience.’

Jeremy McQuoid, Teaching Pastor – Deeside Christian Fellowship

http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
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 Your group should meet each week during the programme. It is helpful to have an 
additional first meeting to introduce Community Bible Experience, get to know 
everyone and discuss the format of the group. (If your group is an existing small 
group which meets fortnightly or less frequently – there are several ways of adapting 
this to facilitate a successful experience and we would be happy to chat through 
suggestions. Using the 16-week reading plan may be the best option for a group that 
meets fortnightly.)

 Each week’s discussion will be built around five simple questions. 

What’s something you noticed for the first time?

What questions did you have? 

Was there anything that bothered you?

What did you learn about loving God?

What did you learn about loving others?

The questions are more open than many typical Bible study questions, which may 
take some group members a while to get used to, but they will help readers (at any 
stage in their journey) wrestle with and consider the implications of the text in the 
light of the whole story.

 Encourage your groups to read the introduction to each book as they provide vital 
information to help unpack the context and literary structure of the book. Also, 
remember to read big – focusing on where the overall story is moving.

 As there may be multiple groups involved when a church signs-up we recommend 
that a Community Bible Experience Co-ordinator is identified for the duration of the 
programme (including the lead up to it). The role of the co-ordinator will be to act 
as the ‘point person’ for each of the groups and for Biblica. Orders for extra books or 
resources should be directed to the Co-ordinator.

‘Community Bible Experience is one of the most significant things 
we have done as a church. It enabled people to engage directly with 
the Bible, as well as introducing many to a positive small group 
experience. The simple structure also meant that it was easy to 
implement and opened a door to small group leadership for many. 
Community Bible Experience has had a positive and lasting impact on us as a 
church. People now have more confidence in approaching the Bible for themselves, 
and a high level of engagement in small groups has been maintained.’

James Glass, Senior Pastor – Glasgow Elim Church

http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
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Top Tips
 Get your church excited about Community Bible Experience by giving 

plenty of notice. We suggest 4-6 weeks with an official launch at a Sunday morning 
service. A suggested timeline for launching CBE can be found on page 7. Don’t forget 
to spark interest in your local community by promoting it in local press and on  
social media. Links to useful multimedia resources can be found on page 9. We  
have a range of videos available on our website which will help introduce  
Community Bible Experience.

 View the weekly small group discussions more like a book club than 
a Bible study – allow God’s word to speak powerfully and impact lives. Make sure 
everyone gets an opportunity to comment on what they have been reading.

 Consider using it in an outreach context. The simple formatting of the text 
provides an inviting way for people who have never read God’s word to delve into 
His story and discuss it with others. Community Bible Experience is ideal for using 
in small group settings such as a parent and toddler group, women’s bible study, 
etc. It can also be used in a youth group or University CU. Some churches have 
successfully used it during specific times in the church calendar such as Advent, 
Lent or New Year.

 Encourage all the church leaders/elders to participate (and ideally not by 
leading a group). This helps show that it’s about more than just ‘knowing our Bible’ 
but being part of an on-going process of reading and living God’s Word together. 

 Use Community Bible Experience as a chance to enter into a 
conversation with the church. Try to get people talking about the Bible and their 
reading experience in multiple contexts. Video diaries, informal and conversational 
interviews at a Sunday service are all ways to get your congregation engaging.

 Engage with social media. This is one of the best ways to encourage ongoing 
conversations as you read the Bible together. You can join us on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter using the handle and hashtag #readthebible. For more ideas see page 14.

 Allow Sunday sermons to become part of the journey. Many church leaders 
have found it helpful to preach from that week’s reading. Others have based their 
sermons on issues that came out of the small group discussion. Sermon outlines are 
available to download from our website at www.biblicaeurope.com/resources.

1

2
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7

http://www.biblicaeurope.com/resources
http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
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 Get your whole church involved. Books and curriculum are available for children, so 
Community Bible Experience can now be an ‘all age’ experience in your church. Why not get 
the Sunday School involved and use the lesson outlines available on ‘The Books of the Bible 
Children’s CD Resource’? These lessons take up one theme or story for that week’s 
readings and are a great way to include children. Encourage parents to carry on the 
conversation at home with their children using the abridged versions and colouring book.

 Make sure this isn’t ‘just another programme’ your church does. 
Encourage any new groups or people joining a small group for the first time to 
keep going. Keep up the momentum and renewed eagerness to delve into God’s 
word. Provide specific follow up opportunities for those engaging with the Bible or 
Christianity for the first time. See page 20 for ideas and recommendations.

 Reflect on your journey. You could give time during a Sunday service for people 
to speak about their experience and what they’ve learnt. We also provide a simple 
questionnaire to help you gain feedback from participants. See page 20 for more details.

9

8

10

Blog
Our team are constantly adding stories, tips and ideas 
on engaging with the Bible on our blog. Check it out 
to discover how others have used Community Bible 
experience along with many other Biblica resources.

If you have an idea or story to share, please do get in touch 
as we would love to hear from you.

Find our blog at: www.biblicaeurope.com/blog

IF YOU HAVE  
ANY QUESTIONS  

ABOUT CBE, PLEASE  
GET IN TOUCH WITH  

THE BIBLICA  
TEAM.

‘As a Church we were really excited about starting Community 
Bible Experience together. The congregation embraced the reading 
plan and committed to following it with great expectation. We 
saw our congregation engage in the experience and grow in love 
for scripture. We are still reaping the benefits now!’

Centrepoint Elim Church, Bournemouth

http://www.biblicaeurope.com/blog
http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
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You can find us on:
Facebook:
facebook.com/BiblicaEurope

YouTube:
youtube.com/BiblicaEurope

Twitter:
twitter.com/BiblicaEurope

Pinterest:
pinterest.co.uk/biblicaeurope

Instagram:
instagram.com/biblicaeurope

Vimeo:
vimeo.com/biblicaeurope

Social Media

Social Media is a great way to build up excitement about Community Bible Experience and 
make the whole experience accessible for everyone, whatever their connection to your 
church community is.

We have created a selection of resources for you to use on social media that you can access 
here on our website at www.biblicaeurope.com/resources.

Connect with us
We would encourage your church group to like/follow Biblica Europe on social media, but 
also to encourage the individuals taking part to do the same. This gives you the opportunity 
to tap into a wider network of churches and individuals passionate about reading the Bible 
to see that you are not working through this by yourselves. You will also be able to keep up 
to date with our news, be encouraged and hear stories from other churches/groups. 

http://www.biblicaeurope.com/resources
http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
www.biblicaeurope.com/resources
https://www.facebook.com/BiblicaEurope
https://twitter.com/BiblicaEurope
https://www.instagram.com/biblicaeurope/
https://www.youtube.com/user/BiblicaEurope
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/biblicaeurope/
https://vimeo.com/biblicaeurope
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Once you have connected we would love you to tag us (@biblicaeurope) in posts and 
comments. We really want to hear about what’s been happening in your groups, so 
it would be great if you could encourage people to use the hashtag #readthebible. 
(And #CommunityBibleExperience if you have enough characters left.)

Use what you already have
If your church already uses Facebook, Twitter, Instagram etc., use all or one of those 
accounts to advertise Community Bible Experience. 

Here are some ways you can engage your community through those accounts:

 Change the headers on your account to one of the selection available in the Social 
Media Folder of the Resources Section.

 You could create a Facebook event to mark the start of Community Bible 
Experience. This could be an information evening, a Sunday service, or the first time 
you meet. This will automatically send reminders to those who have said they are 
going, and it is an easy way for people in your group to invite others.

 Continue to share throughout the time your group is working through the 
programme. This could be messages of encouragement, stories from the groups or 
photographs. There are some graphics in the resources file and videos on Vimeo that 
you might find useful.

 Encourage the participants to also share on your accounts. They could share a 
group selfie, or a top tip of when they like to read, or if someone has a really useful 
point they want to share, they could leave a comment. 

TOP TIP: 
Be as relational on social media as you would be in person. If someone posts on 
your page, make sure that you respond to them in a friendly, chatty way. This will 
encourage, not only that person, but every other person who will see your response 
later on.

TOP TIP: 
You don’t need to post every day, just do what is manageable and what is useful to 
those who are reading it. If your group meets on a Wednesday night, share a reminder 
to pray for the groups that morning. 

http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
www.biblicaeurope.com/resources
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 Blogs could be used effectively as an online focal point for your church 
as they go through Community Bible Experience. There are lots of free 
places you can set up a blog such as WordPress, Blogger, Tumblr and 
Typepad. You might use the blog to post:

• Some thoughts on why the church has chosen to do Community 
Bible Experience 

• Some personal reflections on each day or week’s reading

• Testimonies of people in the church who’ve been greatly affected 
by Community Bible Experience

Keep in touch
We are always adding to the resources and stories 
on our website, so do keep checking back to our 
blog and impact stories at www.biblicaeurope.com.

We would also love to hear if you have written 
something online (such as a blog) or had any  
media coverage, send us the link so we can share  
this with others.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR REQUESTS,  
THEN PLEASE DO GET IN TOUCH. 

TOP TIP: 
Use the technology that your group already uses, as this will make it much more 
likely that they will use it and will help build a community throughout the week as 
well as when you meet.

Share Stories
 People are much more likely to engage with a short video of someone they know 

than the prettiest invite, so if you can, do ask different people who have already 
committed to Community Bible Experience to share a 1 min video about why they 
want to do the course, or what they are looking forward to. If you have a website or a 
blog, you can share fuller written stories along with the videos, which are perfect for 
Instagram and Facebook.

http://www.biblicaeurope.com
http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
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Frequently Asked Questions
Has Community Bible Experience been designed to replace other forms of 
Bible reading/study?
Absolutely not. ‘Reading big’ is never a replacement for ‘digging deep’ or meditating 
on a few verses – it is complementary to them both. Each of us might be more familiar 
or comfortable with one style over another but we should never limit ourselves to one 
approach (or translation) when it comes to engaging with God’s word. We must immerse 
ourselves in the breadth and depth of this incredible gift from God.

What Community Bible Experience offers is an excellent opportunity for anyone at any 
stage of their journey to engage with the full picture of God’s story! This provides a great 
foundation and context for more detailed study of chapter and verse. It also helps develop 
a love for God’s word and his people. After all, whenever we study a book the first thing we 
do is read it – all of it – before digging down into the detail of key messages and characters. 

There is a lot of reading involved – what if I or others in my group fall behind
If you’re not used to carving out time to read the Bible (or any other book), reading 12 
pages a day might appear too big a challenge, but it is possible – even for non–readers. The 
support and accountability of your community group is hugely important and can help you 
get back on track if you’ve missed a few days – the free days over the weekend allow for 
this. However, if you fall behind significantly we would suggest that you jump to the page 
the rest of your group are on and read the section you missed at the end. You could also 
catch up using the mp3 audio. Also, if you have members of your groups for whom reading 
is difficult they may wish to go through the whole New Testament using the mp3. Using the 
audio is not a ‘cheat’ it is how most people have experienced the Bible for much of history. 

Can it be used with non–Christians?
Very much so. Community Bible Experience is very well suited for use with non–Christians. 
The simple formatting of the text and book club style provides a non–threatening way for 
people who have never read God’s word to engage with His story and discuss it with others.

One of the videos available in our resource section – Jim’s Story – speaks of how a non–
Christian husband and father came to faith through Community Bible Experience. 

‘Community Bible Experience is a wonderful way for Christians to 
explore together the transforming power of the Bible. It removes 
the obstacles that can interrupt a holistic reading of Scripture and 
encourages people of all ages to seek and to share how God speaks 
through its pages. I thoroughly recommend it.’
Ed Mackenzie, Discipleship Development Officer – The Methodist Church of Great Britain

http://biblicaeurope.com/cbe
www.biblicaeurope.com/resources
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Can children get involved?
Community Bible Experience is designed so that the whole church can get involved. The 
Books of the Bible for Kids’ editions are a fresh way for children to experience Scripture 
and are perfect for reading together as a family or in Sunday school. Using abridged text 
from the easy-to-read New International Reader’s Version this is ideal for ages 8-12. There 
is also The Books of the Bible: My Bible Story Colouring Book which is a great resource 
to help pre-schoolers engage with the Bible stories being read each week. You can also 
purchase a CD-ROM which includes full outline resources for all 4 books. Samples of these 
can be found on the resources section of our website.

What about young people?
We understand that the reading commitment may be a lot for teenagers to keep up with. 
At present there is not a youth edition of the books so we encourage them to use the adult 
editions or access the audio or eBook formats. We would still suggest that you make this 
an all age church programme and look for creative ways to get youth involved. One way 
is to get the young people involved in the multi-media side of your programme. Some 
churches have given their youth the task of recording a weekly video diary to record stories 
for the congregation as they read through the Bible. Other ideas include getting them to 
act or animate a short introduction to the weeks reading which can be used in the church 
service on a Sunday morning. Getting young people involved can be as creative as your 
youth leaders can make it. 

What if we don’t think we can meet every week?
There is no doubt that small groups meeting weekly will cultivate the community aspect of 
Community Bible Experience most effectively. Encouragement, accountability and shared 
learning is vital to the campaign. Individuals or groups meeting less frequently will find this 
hard to replicate and it may have a negative impact on the overall Bible reading experience. 

However, there is more than one way to achieve this. Several churches who didn’t have 
existing weekly small groups have come up with creative ways to address it and we would 
be more than happy to chat through what would work best for you. Also, as Community 
Bible Experience develops there will be new and exciting opportunities to use it in ways 
that may look a little different from the ‘traditional’ church small group and we would love 
to hear your ideas and feedback on this. 

Why do you ask us to ‘sign–up’ – what do you mean by this?
Community is a fundamental part of Community Bible Experience. Listening to others, 
learning from their insights and being encouraged by them, is essential as we seek to read 
and live the Bible well. This is also true of building a movement of change more widely across 
the Church. We want to join with others as we further explore and develop Bible engagement 
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that is both meaningful and transformative. We seek to provide tools for this journey, but 
this will only be possible if developed in relationship with churches and ministry partners 
on the ground. We hope to build these relationships as we serve the local church by 
subsidising the cost of resources and supporting leaders embarking on this journey. 

Biblica would like to be part of your Community Bible Experience journey and signing up 
will give you access to our dedicated Community Bible Experience Co-ordinator. They will 
be able to answer your questions and keep in contact with you as you read through the 
Bible together.

We would also like to hear about your experience in reading thought the Bible together. 
Biblica’s passion is to help people read and engage with the Bible in a relevant and 
accessible way. Feedback from your church or group gives valuable information to ensure 
we are providing the best support and resource to help churches do that.

How do we sign up?
The best way to sign up is when you are ordering your books on our website. At that stage 
you will be asked if you would like to sign up.  You may prefer to contact the Biblica Europe 
office and speak to a member of staff who will discuss with you how Community Bible 
Experience could work in your church.

‘As a Pastor in today’s church, discipleship is always an ongoing 
challenge. To inspire and encourage spiritual growth is not always 
easy. Over the past few years I have used many different approaches 
to discipling and have benefitted from many different resources that 
are on offer, however Community Bible Experience is by far the best. 
The whole church signed up, all the material was top quality and I have never seen 
so much excitement and discussion among the various life groups in the church. 
Community Bible Experience is a must for any Bible believing church that has a 
passion and desire for discipleship and spiritual growth.’

Christy Smith, Senior Pastor – Brighton and Newhavan Elim churches

‘We read the New Testament together using the Community Bible 
Experience and were genuinely shocked by the degree of interest 
there was: more than 70% of our people signed up. The reality lived 
up to those early expectations, the ease of reading that the plain 
presentation brought to the reading led to many being challenged by 
passages they had never engaged with personally, and informed by reading them in 
their wider context.’

Carryduff Baptist Church
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What Next?
Reflect on your experience:
Already feedback from churches across the country (and beyond) has highlighted a number 
of trends and similarities but we are also aware that aspects of your circumstances and 
your experience will be unique to you. Therefore, taking time to reflect on your experience 
is very important.

To make it as easy as possible for you, we have developed a new online support tool. It’s a 
very short and straight forward questionnaire.

All you need to do is give your members the link below. Send it to them by email and post 
it on your Facebook page/website etc encouraging them to spend just a couple of minutes 
filling it in. When you’ve done that let us know and we’ll contact you as soon as we start 
getting responses.

www.surveymonkey.com/s/CBEfeedback

*A separate questionnaire is also available for the church leader at  
www.surveymonkey.com/s/CBEleaders 

Build on your experience:
Having reflected on your experience you will be in a much better place to know what is best 
for your church/group as you consider the next step in your Bible reading adventure.

The best way to build on your Community Bible Experience is to continue the journey 
using one of the other Books of the Bible volumes available. If you started with the New 
Testament we recommend you move on to Covenant History, The Prophets or The Writings. 
While the 8 week reading plans mean you could read through the entire bible in 32 weeks 
we suggest you plan ahead giving adequate time between the different volumes to reflect 
on your experience and prepare for the next step. Below are a few suggestions as to how 
you could schedule your Community Bible Experience journey.

Whole Bible in Two Years using either 8 or 16 week reading plans.

Sept – Dec Year 1 Jan – Jun Year 1 Sept – Dec Year 2 Jan – Jun Year 2

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CBEfeedback
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Here are a few ways you could build on Community Bible Experience: 
(each idea can stand alone or be run simultaneously with one or more of the others depending 
on circumstances).

Follow up with those who joined you for the first time or were new to the Bible and 
Christianity by offering opportunities to keep reading and exploring further. One way to do 
that is to read through Luke/Acts using a 6-week reading plan. This gives time for digging a 
little deeper into the readings and Luke/Acts provides a great introduction to Christianity 
for those who are newcomers. You can find the reading plan for this in the resources 
section of our website.

The Story and Dear Theo
Two standalone books are also available which provide a 
great outreach tool or introduction to Community Bible 
Experience. The Story and Dear Theo both have the full 
Bible text of Luke/Acts with a 6-week reading plan. The 
Story uses the text of the NIV and is ideal for adults and 
students. Dear Theo, uses the text from the NIrV and is 
suitable for 8-12-year olds. They can be used separately 
but can also provide a great resource for getting your 
whole church together for an all age Bible reading experience. It is an ideal resource to use 
during Lent or as an evangelistic outreach in your community.

Share your experience
Offer to share your experience of reading big in community with churches in your area that 
are considering Community Bible Experience. If this interests you or you have already begun 
conversations with other leaders and want sample resources to share please get in touch.

January Year 1 January Year 2 January Year 3 January Year 4

Whole Bible in Four Years
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