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Introducing:

Community Bible Experience
An exciting way to read and engage with scripture

Community Bible Experience is a simple, yet revolutionary idea – what if 
we gave people a Bible without verse numbers, chapter numbers and all 
the other things that interrupt the text – and invited them to read whole 
sections of the Bible all the way through?

What if we made it a community experience – more like a book club than 
a Bible study – where people can get together and share their questions 
and encouragements?

What if we encouraged participation from all ages across the church, 
providing the bible text and resources in formats that help children and 
young people get involved too?

Ignite a passion  
for the Bible in your church!
Nothing is more important to church vitality and personal spiritual 
growth than a deep, sustained connection with the Bible.



‘Community Bible Experience helped 
me understand what the New 
Testament has to say in a way years 
of formal Bible studies couldn’t. 
The consistency of teaching 
across a range of authors as they 
deal with the same recurrent 
themes is compelling.’ 

Greenisland Baptist Church, Co. Antrim

‘Community Bible Experience is one of  
the most significant things we have done as a church. It enabled people to 
engage directly with the Bible, as well as introducing many to a positive small 
group experience. The simple structure meant that it was easy to implement 
and opened a door to small group leadership for many. Community Bible 
Experience has had a positive and lasting impact on us as a church. People 
now have more confidence in approaching the Bible for themselves, and a 
high level of engagement in small groups has been maintained.’

James Glass, Senior Pastor, Glasgow Elim Church

‘As a Church we were really excited about starting Community Bible Experience 
together. The congregation embraced the reading plan and committed to 
following it with great expectation. We saw our congregation engage in the 
experience and grow in love for scripture. We are still reaping the benefits now!’

Centrepoint Elim Church, Bournemouth

‘Having committed to take on Community Bible Experience, we were so 
encouraged by the number of people who took up the challenge and the 
impact it had on their personal life and the life of the church. People were 
reading scriptures they had never seen before and in many ways, CBE 
brought new life into their bible reading and relationship with God. I would 
highly recommend the CBE to anyone wanting to engage with the fullness 
of the Bible and the power it holds.” 

Grand Union Vineyard, Milton Keynes
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What people  
are saying about 
Community Bible 

Experience



One Church’s Transformation Story
‘Craigavon Presbyterian Church was a small and declining congregation. I 
was called to be their Minister in May 2014 and I was tasked with focusing on 
church revitalisation. I decided to try running Community Bible Experience 
and prayed hard that we might get 20 people to take part. I was blown away 
to have 90 people sign up to read the New Testament – we didn’t even have 
90 people in our church!

We had a launch service on the first Sunday and then met together in Small 
Groups each Sunday evening to discuss what we’d read the previous week. 
Rather than having the usual drop-off, the number of people taking part grew!

But the conversations about Scripture weren’t just limited to Sundays. It 
even became the talk of the Monday night men’s football and unofficial 
groups were also meeting up in local coffee shops to chat more about what 
they were reading. 

Since running the course our small group ministry has blossomed, our 
Sunday worship attendances have doubled, our kids’ ministry has 
grown significantly, but most importantly we have seen a spiritual 
reawakening in the congregation. 

Who would have thought that something as simple 
as reading the Bible could revitalise a church!’

Lachlan Webster,  
Craigavon Presbyterian Church

‘Craigavon Presbyterian Church was a small and declining congregation. I 
was called to be their Minister in May 2014 and I was tasked with focusing on 
church revitalisation. I decided to try running Community Bible Experience 
and prayed hard that we might get 20 people to take part. I was blown away 
to have 90 people sign up to read the New Testament – we didn’t even have 
90 people in our church!

We had a launch service on the first Sunday and then met together in Small 
Groups each Sunday evening to discuss what we’d read the previous week. 
Rather than having the usual drop-off, the number of people taking part grew!

But the conversations about Scripture weren’t just limited to Sundays. It 
even became the talk of the Monday night men’s football and unofficial 
groups were also meeting up in local coffee shops to chat more about what 
they were reading. 

Since running the course our small group ministry has blossomed, our 
Sunday worship attendances have doubled, our kids’ ministry has 
grown significantly, but most importantly we have seen a spiritual 
reawakening in the congregation. 

Who would have thought that something as simple 
as reading the Bible could revitalise a church!’

Lachlan Webster,  
Craigavon Presbyterian Church

‘There is nothing more important in our generation than getting people 
reading God’s Word. The beauty of Community Bible Experience is that it 
is an uncluttered, direct interaction with the text – no study notes, or even 
chapter divisions to dilute your own engagement with what God has said, 
and how he has said it. Luke/Acts came alive to me as I stopped looking at 
it as separate, brief passages, and started to see the whole. And reading in 
the context of community, means it is a shared experience, just as the early 
church enjoyed it. I highly recommend Community Bible Experience.’

Jeremy McQuoid – Teaching Pastor, Deeside Christian Fellowship
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Read Big, Read Well, Read Together.
Community Bible Experience is a revolutionary way to gather together 
and read the Bible, encouraging regular, meaningful engagement with 
God’s Word.

READ BIG
Community Bible Experience invites you to read a section of the Bible 
all the way through, reading whole books, not just bits and pieces. By 
reading through whole books and large sections, you will have a more 
complete picture of God’s great story and your part in it.

READ WELL
Featuring the original and pioneering ‘Books of the Bible’ formatting, 
Community Bible Experience uses a fresh, yet ancient, presentation of 
Scripture, with full NIV text. Eliminating many distractions, this Bible 
allows you to experience Scripture the way its authors originally intended. 
Chapter and verse numbers, study notes, cross references, footnotes 
and red letters have been removed and natural section breaks have been 
restored. The Books of the Bible is arranged in an order that helps you 
to see the unfolding drama more easily. Book introductions are included 
to prepare you for a more in-depth reading experience. The Bible text is 
presented in a clear single-column format and easy-to-read font size. 

4  |  COMMUNITY BIBLE EXPERIENCE



COMMUNITY BIBLE EXPERIENCE  |  5

READ TOGETHER
Community Bible Experience encourages you to gather your church, 
your small group, your family or a few friends – and commit to reading 
a section of the Bible together using one of the Community Bible 
Experience books and an 8 or 16 week reading plan. Each week, you’ll 
meet in small groups to discuss what you’re reading. These gatherings 
are designed to feel more like a book club than a traditional Bible study. 
They’re an opportunity to share how God’s story is impacting you – what 
inspires, surprises, unsettles or challenges you. There’s no advanced 
preparation required for participants or small group leaders, other than 
keeping up with each day’s reading and coming prepared to answer five 
simple questions.

 What’s something you noticed for the first time?

 What questions did you have? 

 Was there anything that bothered you?

 What did you learn about loving God?

 What did you learn about loving others?

FROM THE  
SPIRITUALLY CURIOUS 
TO THE LONG-TIME 

CHURCHGOERS

FROM  
YOUNG CHILDREN  

TO TEENS,  
TO ADULTS

FROM THOSE 
ATTENDING SMALL 
GROUPS TO THOSE 

WHO COME ALONG ON 
SUNDAY MORNINGS

Community Bible Experience 
welcomes everyone.



Community Bible Experience is made up of 4 volumes with adult and 
children’s edition available in each.

Part 1: The Books of the Bible: Covenant History
Discover the Origins of God’s People

Part 2: The Books of the Bible: The Prophets
Listen to God’s Messengers Proclaiming Hope and Truth

Part 3: The Books of the Bible: The Writings
Find Wisdom in Stories, Poetry and Songs

Part 4: The Books of the Bible: New Testament
Enter the Story of Jesus’ Church and His Return
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The Books of the Bible for Kids is a fresh way for children to experience 
Scripture. Perfect for reading together as a family or Sunday school. 
Using abridged text from the easy-to-read New International Reader’s 
Version, this is ideal for ages 8-12.

We’ve also introduced My Bible Story Colouring Book, so pre-school children  
can follow along by colouring Bible stories from each week’s readings.

Additional video resources are also available for adults and children, as well 
as audio and ebook versions of the hard copy books. (see p36 for full details).



ENTER THE STORY OF JESUS’  CHURCH AND H IS  RETURN

N E W  T E S T A M E N T

SAMPLE 
PAGES
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invitation to
Lu k e –Ac ts

Luke and Acts are two volumes of a single work. Beginning with the 
life and ministry of Jesus the Messiah, they trace the history of his 
followers down to the author’s own day, some time after the middle 
of the first century AD.

Luke wrote this history to serve several important purposes. The 
first was to assure followers of Jesus that what they’d been taught 
about him was trustworthy. It’s likely that Theophilus, the man who 
sponsored and helped circulate this work, was a Roman official, 
since Luke addresses him in his opening dedication as most excellent 
Theophilus, using the title generally reserved for such officials. Luke 
speaks of him as someone who’s been instructed in the Christian faith 
and says he wants him to know the certainty of the things you have 
been taught. Luke no doubt wishes the same for the many people that 
Theophilus will share the work with.

Luke–Acts also shows that the true God is faithful and can be 
trusted completely. It does this by documenting how God kept a 
promise made to the people of Israel by sending them Jesus as their 
long-awaited Messiah, or King. It then shows how God invited non-
Jews (known as Gentiles) to follow Jesus as well. Luke’s history thus 
demonstrates that the extension of God’s blessings to people such 
as Theophilus and his friends represents not a fickle change in plans, 
but the masterful fulfillment of a plan God has been pursuing over 
the ages. In the Bible’s story, it has been Israel’s role all along to bring 
God’s light to the rest of the world. The earliest Jesus-followers take 
up this calling by announcing Jesus’ victory over sin and death to all 
the nations. This theme runs all the way through both volumes, with 
Paul and Barnabas telling one Jewish audience:

 The Lord has commanded us:

  “I have made you a light for the Gentiles,
  that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”

So Luke–Acts tells the story of how God invited first the people 
of Israel, then the people of all nations, to follow Jesus. The form of 
Luke’s history reflects this message. In the first volume, the movement 
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INVITATION TO LUKE ACTS

2 | Invitation to Luke–Acts

is towards Jerusalem, the center of Jewish national life. In the second 
volume, the movement is away from Jerusalem to other nations, 
closing with Paul proclaiming the kingdom of God in Rome, the capital 
of the empire.

Compared with other national histories of the time, which often 
contained twenty or more volumes, Luke’s is short. Each of its two 
volumes covers about 30 years. Like other historians of his day, Luke 
provides an outline of important events and stocks it with details from 
the sources available to him: letters, speeches, songs, travel accounts, 
trial transcripts and biographical anecdotes. (Luke had access to these 
as a co-worker and traveling companion of the apostle Paul.)

The first volume, the book of Luke, begins with a preliminary 
section that introduces the main themes of the whole work by telling 
the story of Jesus’ early life. This book then has three main sections: 

: The first one describes Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, the northern area 
of the land of Israel (pp. 12–25).
: The second section presents a long journey to Jerusalem, during 
which Jesus teaches and answers questions about what it means to 
follow him (pp. 25–44).
: The third describes how Jesus gave his life in Jerusalem and then 
rose again to be the Ruler and the Savior of the world (pp. 44–56). 

The second volume, the book of Acts, has six parts. Each one 
describes a successive phase in the expansion of the community of 
Jesus’ followers outward from Jerusalem.  The divisions between them 
are marked by variations on the phrase, The word of God continued to 
spread and flourish.

: In the first phase, the community is established in Jerusalem 
and becomes Greek-speaking, enabling it to spread its message 
throughout the empire (pp. 57–66).
: In the second phase, the community expands into the rest of 
Palestine (pp. 66–73).
: In the third phase, Gentiles are included in the community along 
with Jews (pp. 73–78). 
: In the fourth part, the community intentionally sends messengers 
westward into the populous Roman province of Asia (pp. 78–84). 
: In the fifth phase, these messengers enter Europe (pp. 84–90). 
: In the final phase, the community reaches all the way to the capital 
of Rome and into the highest levels of society. God’s invitation is 
thus extended to all nations (pp. 90–106).

9780310448020_TBotB_New Testament_p7.indd   2 5/17/17   12:45 PM
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1:1-1:17

Lu k e

M any have un der tak en to draw up an ac count of the  things that 
have been ful filled  among us, just as they were hand ed down 

to us by  those who from the  first were eye wit ness es and ser vants 
of the word. With this in mind,  since I my self have care ful ly in ves
ti gat ed ev ery thing from the be gin ning, I too de cid ed to  write an 
or der ly ac count for you, most ex cel lent The oph i lus, so that you may 
know the cer tain ty of the  things you have been taught.

I n the time of Her od king of Ju dea  there was a  priest  named Zech
a ri ah, who be longed to the priest ly di vi sion of Abi jah; his wife 

Eliz a beth was also a de scen dant of Aar on. Both of them were righ
teous in the  sight of God, ob serv ing all the  Lord’s com mands and 
de crees blame less ly. But they were child less be cause Eliz a beth was 
not able to con ceive, and they were both very old.

Once when Zech a ri ah’s di vi sion was on duty and he was serv
ing as  priest be fore God, he was cho sen by lot, ac cord ing to the cus
tom of the priest hood, to go into the tem ple of the Lord and burn 
in cense. And when the time for the burn ing of in cense came, all the 
as sem bled wor ship ers were pray ing out side.

Then an an gel of the Lord ap peared to him, stand ing at the 
 right side of the al tar of in cense. When Zech a ri ah saw him, he was 
star tled and was  gripped with fear. But the an gel said to him: “Do 
not be  afraid, Zech a ri ah; your  prayer has been  heard. Your wife 
Eliz a beth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. He will 
be a joy and de light to you, and many will re joice be cause of his 
 birth, for he will be  great in the  sight of the Lord. He is nev er to take 
wine or oth er fer ment ed  drink, and he will be  filled with the Holy 
Spir it even be fore he is born. He will  bring back many of the peo ple 
of Is ra el to the Lord  their God. And he will go on be fore the Lord, 
in the spir it and pow er of Eli jah, to turn the  hearts of the par ents 
to  their chil dren and the dis obe di ent to the wis dom of the righ
teous —  to make  ready a peo ple pre pared for the Lord.”

1:1–1:171:1–1:17
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1:18-1:42 Luke–Acts | 44 | Luke–Acts 

Zech a ri ah  asked the an gel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an 
old man and my wife is well  along in years.”

The an gel said to him, “I am Ga bri el. I  stand in the pres ence of 
God, and I have been sent to  speak to you and to tell you this good 
news. And now you will be si lent and not able to  speak un til the 
day this hap pens, be cause you did not be lieve my  words,  which will 
come true at  their ap point ed time.”

Mean while, the peo ple were wait ing for Zech a ri ah and won
der ing why he  stayed so long in the tem ple. When he came out, he 
 could not  speak to them. They re al ized he had seen a vi sion in the 
tem ple, for he kept mak ing  signs to them but re mained un able to 
speak.

When his time of ser vice was com plet ed, he re turned home. 
Af ter this his wife Eliz a beth be came preg nant and for five  months 
re mained in se clu sion. “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. 
“In  these days he has  shown his fa vor and tak en away my dis grace 
 among the peo ple.”

In the  sixth  month of Eliz a beth’s preg nan cy, God sent the an gel Ga
bri el to Naz a reth, a town in Gal i lee, to a vir gin  pledged to be mar
ried to a man  named Jo seph, a de scen dant of Da vid. The vir gin’s 
name was Mary. The an gel went to her and said, “Greet ings, you 
who are high ly fa vored! The Lord is with you.”

Mary was great ly trou bled at his  words and won dered what 
kind of greet ing this  might be. But the an gel said to her, “Do not be 
 afraid, Mary; you have  found fa vor with God. You will con ceive and 
give  birth to a son, and you are to call him  Jesus. He will be  great 
and will be  called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 
him the  throne of his fa ther Da vid, and he will  reign over Ja cob’s 
de scen dants for ev er; his king dom will nev er end.”

“How will this be,” Mary  asked the an gel, “since I am a vir gin?”
The an gel an swered, “The Holy Spir it will come on you, and 

the pow er of the Most High will over shad ow you. So the holy one 
to be born will be  called the Son of God. Even Eliz a beth your rel a
tive is go ing to have a  child in her old age, and she who was said to 
be un able to con ceive is in her  sixth  month. For no word from God 
will ever fail.”

“I am the  Lord’s ser vant,” Mary an swered. “May your word to 
me be ful filled.” Then the an gel left her.

At that time Mary got  ready and hur ried to a town in the hill coun
try of Ju dea, where she en tered Zech a ri ah’s home and greet ed Eliz
a beth. When Eliz a beth  heard  Mary’s greet ing, the baby  leaped in 
her womb, and Eliz a beth was  filled with the Holy Spir it. In a loud 
 voice she ex claimed: “Blessed are you  among wom en, and  blessed is 

1:18–1:421:18–1:42
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1:43-1:65  Luke–Acts | 55 | Luke–Acts 

the  child you will bear! But why am I so fa vored, that the moth er of 
my Lord  should come to me? As soon as the  sound of your greet ing 
 reached my ears, the baby in my womb  leaped for joy. Blessed is she 
who has be lieved that the Lord  would ful fill his prom is es to her!”

And Mary said:

  “My soul glorifies the Lord
  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
  for he has been mindful
  of the humble state of his servant.
  From now on all generations will call me blessed,
  for the Mighty One has done great things for me —  
  holy is his name.
  His mercy extends to those who fear him,
  from generation to generation.
  He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
  he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 

thoughts.
  He has brought down rulers from their thrones
  but has lifted up the humble.
  He has filled the hungry with good things
  but has sent the rich away empty.
  He has helped his servant Israel,
  remembering to be merciful
  to Abraham and his descendants forever,
  just as he promised our ancestors.”

Mary  stayed with Eliz a beth for  about  three  months and then 
re turned home.

When it was time for Eliz a beth to have her baby, she gave  birth to a 
son. Her neigh bors and rel a tives  heard that the Lord had  shown her 
 great mer cy, and they  shared her joy.

On the  eighth day they came to cir cum cise the  child, and they 
were go ing to name him af ter his fa ther Zech a ri ah, but his moth er 
 spoke up and said, “No! He is to be  called John.”

They said to her, “There is no one  among your rel a tives who 
has that name.”

Then they made  signs to his fa ther, to find out what he  would 
like to name the  child. He  asked for a writ ing tab let, and to ev
ery one’s as ton ish ment he  wrote, “His name is John.” Im me di ate
ly his  mouth was  opened and his  tongue set free, and he be gan to 
 speak, prais ing God. All the neigh bors were  filled with awe, and 

1:43–1:651:43–1:65
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1:66-2:4 Luke–Acts | 66 | Luke–Acts 

 through out the hill coun try of Ju dea peo ple were talk ing  about all 
 these  things. Ev ery one who  heard this won dered  about it, ask ing, 
“What then is this  child go ing to be?” For the  Lord’s hand was with 
him.

His fa ther Zech a ri ah was  filled with the Holy Spir it and proph
e sied:

  “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
  because he has come to his people and redeemed them.
  He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
  in the house of his servant David
  (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
  salvation from our enemies
  and from the hand of all who hate us —  
  to show mercy to our ancestors
  and to remember his holy covenant,
  the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
  to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,
  and to enable us to serve him without fear
  in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

  And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most 
High;

  for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for 
him,

  to give his people the knowledge of salvation
  through the forgiveness of their sins,
  because of the tender mercy of our God,
  by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
  to shine on those living in darkness
  and in the shadow of death,
  to guide our feet into the path of peace.”

And the  child grew and be came  strong in spir it; and he  lived in 
the wil der ness un til he ap peared pub lic ly to Is ra el.

In  those days Cae sar Au gus tus is sued a de cree that a cen sus  should 
be tak en of the en tire Ro man  world. (This was the  first cen sus that 
took  place  while Qui rin i us was gov er nor of Syr ia.) And ev ery one 
went to  their own town to reg is ter.

So Jo seph also went up from the town of Naz a reth in Gal i lee 
to Ju dea, to Beth le hem the town of Da vid, be cause he be longed to 

1:66–2:41:66–2:4
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the  house and line of Da vid. He went  there to reg is ter with Mary, 
who was  pledged to be mar ried to him and was ex pect ing a  child. 
While they were  there, the time came for the baby to be born, and 
she gave  birth to her first born, a son. She  wrapped him in  cloths 
and  placed him in a man ger, be cause  there was no  guest room avail
able for them.

And  there were shep herds liv ing out in the  fields near by, keep
ing  watch over  their  flocks at  night. An an gel of the Lord ap peared 
to them, and the glo ry of the Lord  shone  around them, and they 
were ter ri fied. But the an gel said to them, “Do not be  afraid. I  bring 
you good news that will cause  great joy for all the peo ple. To day in 
the town of Da vid a Sav ior has been born to you; he is the Mes si ah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby  wrapped in 
 cloths and ly ing in a man ger.”

Sud den ly a  great com pa ny of the heav en ly host ap peared with 
the an gel, prais ing God and say ing,

  “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

When the an gels had left them and gone into heav en, the shep
herds said to one an oth er, “Let’s go to Beth le hem and see this  thing 
that has hap pened,  which the Lord has told us about.”

So they hur ried off and  found Mary and Jo seph, and the baby, 
who was ly ing in the man ger. When they had seen him, they  spread 
the word con cern ing what had been told them  about this  child, and 
all who  heard it were  amazed at what the shep herds said to them. 
But Mary trea sured up all  these  things and pon dered them in her 
 heart. The shep herds re turned, glo ri fy ing and prais ing God for all 
the  things they had  heard and seen,  which were just as they had 
been told.

On the  eighth day, when it was time to cir cum cise the  child, he was 
 named  Jesus, the name the an gel had giv en him be fore he was con
ceived.

When the time came for the pu ri fi ca tion  rites re quired by the 
Law of Mo ses, Jo seph and Mary took him to Je ru sa lem to pre sent 
him to the Lord (as it is writ ten in the Law of the Lord, “Ev ery first
born male is to be con se crat ed to the Lord” ), and to of fer a sac ri fice 
in keep ing with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of  doves 
or two  young pi geons.”

Now  there was a man in Je ru sa lem  called Sim e on, who was 
righ teous and de vout. He was wait ing for the con so la tion of Is ra
el, and the Holy Spir it was on him. It had been re vealed to him by 
the Holy Spir it that he  would not die be fore he had seen the  Lord’s 

2:5–2:262:5–2:26
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Mes si ah. Moved by the Spir it, he went into the tem ple  courts. When 
the par ents  brought in the  child  Jesus to do for him what the cus
tom of the Law re quired, Sim e on took him in his arms and  praised 
God, say ing:

  “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
  you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
  For my eyes have seen your salvation,
  which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
  a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
  and the glory of your people Israel.”

The  child’s fa ther and moth er mar veled at what was said  about 
him. Then Sim e on  blessed them and said to Mary, his moth er: “This 
 child is des tined to  cause the fall ing and ris ing of many in Is ra el, 
and to be a sign that will be spo ken  against, so that the  thoughts 
of many  hearts will be re vealed. And a  sword will  pierce your own 
soul too.”

There was also a proph et, Anna, the daugh ter of Pe nu el, of the 
 tribe of Ash er. She was very old; she had  lived with her hus band 
sev en  years af ter her mar riage, and then was a wid ow un til she was 
 eightyfour. She nev er left the tem ple but wor shiped  night and day, 
fast ing and pray ing. Com ing up to them at that very mo ment, she 
gave  thanks to God and  spoke  about the  child to all who were look
ing for ward to the re demp tion of Je ru sa lem.

When Jo seph and Mary had done ev ery thing re quired by the 
Law of the Lord, they re turned to Gal i lee to  their own town of Naz
a reth. And the  child grew and be came  strong; he was  filled with 
wis dom, and the  grace of God was on him.

Ev ery year  Jesus’ par ents went to Je ru sa lem for the Fes ti val of the 
Pass over. When he was  twelve  years old, they went up to the fes
ti val, ac cord ing to the cus tom. Af ter the fes ti val was over,  while 
his par ents were re turn ing home, the boy  Jesus  stayed be hind in 
Je ru sa lem, but they were un aware of it. Think ing he was in  their 
com pa ny, they trav eled on for a day. Then they be gan look ing for 
him  among  their rel a tives and  friends. When they did not find him, 
they went back to Je ru sa lem to look for him. Af ter  three days they 
 found him in the tem ple  courts, sit ting  among the teach ers, lis ten
ing to them and ask ing them ques tions. Ev ery one who  heard him 
was  amazed at his un der stand ing and his an swers. When his par
ents saw him, they were as ton ished. His moth er said to him, “Son, 
why have you treat ed us like this? Your fa ther and I have been anx
ious ly search ing for you.”

2:27–2:482:27–2:48
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“Why were you search ing for me?” he  asked. “Didn’t you know 
I had to be in my Fa ther’s  house?” But they did not un der stand what 
he was say ing to them.

Then he went down to Naz a reth with them and was obe di ent 
to them. But his moth er trea sured all  these  things in her  heart. And 
 Jesus grew in wis dom and stat ure, and in fa vor with God and man.

In the fif teenth year of the  reign of Ti be ri us Cae sar —  when Pon tius 
Pi late was gov er nor of Ju dea, Her od te trarch of Gal i lee, his broth er 
Phil ip te trarch of It u rea and Trac o ni tis, and Ly sa ni as te trarch of 
Ab i le ne — dur ing the highpriest hood of An nas and Cai a phas, the 
word of God came to John son of Zech a ri ah in the wil der ness. He 
went into all the coun try  around the Jor dan, preach ing a bap tism of 
re pen tance for the for give ness of sins. As it is writ ten in the book of 
the  words of Isa iah the proph et:

  “A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
  make straight paths for him.
  Every valley shall be filled in,
  every mountain and hill made low.
  The crooked roads shall become straight,
  the rough ways smooth.
  And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ”

John said to the  crowds com ing out to be bap tized by him, “You 
 brood of vi pers! Who  warned you to flee from the com ing  wrath? 
Pro duce  fruit in keep ing with re pen tance. And do not be gin to say 
to your selves, ‘We have Abra ham as our fa ther.’ For I tell you that 
out of  these  stones God can  raise up chil dren for Abra ham. The ax 
is al ready at the root of the  trees, and ev ery tree that does not pro
duce good  fruit will be cut down and  thrown into the fire.”

“What  should we do then?” the  crowd asked.
John an swered, “Any one who has two  shirts  should  share with 

the one who has none, and any one who has food  should do the 
same.”

Even tax col lec tors came to be bap tized. “Teach er,” they  asked, 
“what  should we do?”

“Don’t col lect any more than you are re quired to,” he told them.
Then some sol diers  asked him, “And what  should we do?”
He re plied, “Don’t ex tort mon ey and  don’t ac cuse peo ple false

ly —  be con tent with your pay.”
The peo ple were wait ing ex pec tant ly and were all won der ing 

2:49–3:152:49–3:15
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in  their  hearts if John  might pos si bly be the Mes si ah. John an swered 
them all, “I bap tize you with wa ter. But one who is more pow er ful 
than I will come, the  straps of  whose san dals I am not wor thy to 
un tie. He will bap tize you with the Holy Spir it and fire. His win now
ing fork is in his hand to  clear his thresh ing  floor and to gath er the 
 wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the  chaff with un quench
able fire.” And with many oth er  words John ex hort ed the peo ple 
and pro claimed the good news to them.

But when John re buked Her od the te trarch be cause of his mar
riage to He ro di as, his broth er’s wife, and all the oth er evil  things he 
had done, Her od add ed this to them all: He  locked John up in pris on.

When all the peo ple were be ing bap tized,  Jesus was bap tized too. 
And as he was pray ing, heav en was  opened and the Holy Spir it de
scend ed on him in bodi ly form like a dove. And a  voice came from 
heav en: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

Now  Jesus him self was  about thir ty  years old when he be gan his 
min is try. He was the son, so it was  thought, of Jo seph,

  the son of Heli, the son of Mat that,
  the son of Levi, the son of Mel ki,
  the son of Jan nai, the son of Jo seph,
  the son of Mat ta thi as, the son of Amos,
  the son of Na hum, the son of Esli,
  the son of Nag gai, the son of Ma ath,
  the son of Mat ta thi as, the son of Sem e in,
  the son of Jo sek, the son of Joda,
  the son of Jo a nan, the son of Rhe sa,
  the son of Ze rub ba bel, the son of She al ti el,
  the son of Neri, the son of Mel ki,
  the son of Addi, the son of Co sam,
  the son of El ma dam, the son of Er,
  the son of Josh ua, the son of El i e zer,
  the son of Jo rim, the son of Mat that,
  the son of Levi, the son of Sim e on,
  the son of Ju dah, the son of Jo seph,
  the son of Jo nam, the son of Eli a kim,
  the son of Me lea, the son of Men na,
  the son of Mat ta tha, the son of Na than,
  the son of Da vid, the son of Jes se,
  the son of Obed, the son of Boaz,
  the son of Sal mon, the son of Nah shon,
  the son of Am min a dab, the son of Ram,

3:16–3:333:16–3:33

9780310448020_TBotB_New Testament_p7.indd   10 5/17/17   12:46 PM



18  |  COMMUNITY BIBLE EXPERIENCE NEW TESTAMENT  |  LUKE-ACTS

3:34-4:13  Luke–Acts | 1111 | Luke–Acts 

  the son of Hez ron, the son of Pe rez,
  the son of Ju dah, the son of Ja cob,
  the son of  Isaac, the son of Abra ham,
  the son of Te rah, the son of Na hor,
  the son of Se rug, the son of Reu,
  the son of Pe leg, the son of Eber,
  the son of She lah, the son of Ca i nan,
  the son of Ar phax ad, the son of Shem,
  the son of Noah, the son of La mech,
  the son of Me thu se lah, the son of Enoch,
  the son of Ja red, the son of Ma ha la lel,
  the son of Ke nan, the son of Enosh,
  the son of Seth, the son of Adam,
  the son of God.

Jesus, full of the Holy Spir it, left the Jor dan and was led by the 
Spir it into the wil der ness, where for for ty days he was tempt ed by 
the dev il. He ate noth ing dur ing  those days, and at the end of them 
he was hun gry.

The dev il said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this  stone 
to be come bread.”

Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Man shall not live on  bread 
alone.’ ”

The dev il led him up to a high  place and  showed him in an in
stant all the king doms of the  world. And he said to him, “I will give 
you all  their au thor i ty and splen dor; it has been giv en to me, and 
I can give it to any one I want to. If you wor ship me, it will all be 
yours.”

Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Wor ship the Lord your God and 
 serve him only.’ ”

The dev il led him to Je ru sa lem and had him  stand on the high
est  point of the tem ple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw 
your self down from here. For it is writ ten:

  “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you
  to guard you carefully;
  they will lift you up in their hands,
  so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”

Jesus an swered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.’ ”

When the dev il had fin ished all this tempt ing, he left him un til 
an op por tune time.

3:34–4:133:34–4:13
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introduction to the New Testament
The New Testament is a collection of books written many years 
ago. Together, they tell the story of Jesus and the very first people 
who followed him. The New Testament is also part of a much bigger 
collection known as “the Bible.”

Long ago, the Bible tells us, God created the world. Everything he 
made was good. But creation turned its back on God. Suddenly, the 
whole world was held captive by sin and death.

So God set out to rescue us—to save us from sin and death and make 
things right. The story came to a climax two thousand years ago, 
when Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, came to earth.

As you read these stories and letters from the New Testament, you’ll 
hear about how Jesus came to rescue us. You’ll hear how his very first 
followers lived—and sometimes died—for him.

But don’t just read these stories. You’re invited to become part of the 
story. Because it’s not over. God is still at work. And you have a part to 
play.
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DAY 1

LUKE-ACTS , PART 1

introduction to Luke-Acts, part 1
The story you’re about to read was written by a doctor named Luke. 
Luke wanted his friend Theophilus to know about Jesus, so he wrote a 
book. Two books, actually: the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts.

In the first book, God keeps a promise he made to the people of 
Israel (who were called Jews) by sending Jesus, their long-awaited 
King.

But Jesus also invites non-Jewish people called Gentiles to follow him, 
because Jesus loves everyone. This was very good news, especially for 
Theophilus, who might have been a Gentile himself.

Luke worked hard to make sure he got his facts right. He wanted 
Theophilus to know he could bet his life on this story. So Luke used 
many reliable sources. Can you guess what some of them might’ve 
been?

Well, there were letters and speeches; songs and travel journals; 
notes from when people went to court; testimonies from eyewitnesses 
who knew Jesus; and more.

As you read, remember: this is not just any story. This is the true 
story of Jesus.

p
Many peo ple have at tempt ed to  write  about the  things that have 

tak en  place  among us. Re ports of  these  things were hand ed down 
to us.  There were peo ple who saw  these  things for them selves 
from the be gin ning. They saw them and then  passed the word on. 
With this in mind, I my self have care ful ly  looked into ev ery thing 
from the be gin ning. So I also de cid ed to  write down an or der ly 
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Jo seph went  there be cause he be longed to the fam i ly line of Da vid. 
He went  there with Mary to be list ed. Mary was en gaged to him. 
She was ex pect ing a baby.  While Jo seph and Mary were  there, the 
time came for the  child to be born. She gave  birth to her  first baby. 
It was a boy. She  wrapped him in  large  strips of  cloth. Then she 
 placed him in a man ger.  That’s be cause  there was no  guest room 
 where they  could stay.

 There were shep herds liv ing out in the  fields near by. It was 
 night, and they were tak ing care of  their  sheep. An an gel of the 
Lord ap peared to them. And the glo ry of the Lord  shone  around 
them. They were ter ri fied. But the an gel said to them, “Do not be 
 afraid. I  bring you good news. It will  bring  great joy for all the peo
ple. To day in the town of Da vid a Sav ior has been born to you. He 
is the Mes si ah, the Lord. Here is how you will know I am tell ing 
you the  truth. You will find a baby  wrapped in  strips of  cloth and 
ly ing in a man ger.”

Sud den ly a  large  group of an gels from heav en also ap peared. 
They were prais ing God. They said,

  “May glory be given to God in the highest heaven!
  And may peace be given to those he is pleased with on 

earth!”

The an gels left and went into heav en. Then the shep herds said 
to one an oth er, “ Let’s go to Beth le hem.  Let’s see this  thing that has 
hap pened,  which the Lord has told us  about.”

So they hur ried off and  found Mary and Jo seph and the baby. 
The baby was ly ing in the man ger. Af ter the shep herds had seen 
him, they told ev ery one. They re port ed what the an gel had said 
 about this  child. All who  heard it were  amazed at what the shep
herds said to them. But Mary kept all  these  things like a se cret 
trea sure in her  heart. She  thought  about them over and over. The 
shep herds re turned. They gave glo ry and  praise to God. Ev ery
thing they had seen and  heard was just as they had been told.

When the  child was  eight days old, he was cir cum cised. At the 
same time he was  named  Jesus. This was the name the an gel had 
giv en him be fore his moth er be came preg nant.

Jo seph and Mary did ev ery thing the Law of the Lord re quired. 
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Then they re turned to Gal i lee. They went to  their own town of 
Naz a reth. And the  child grew and be came  strong. He was very 
wise. He was  blessed by  God’s  grace.

p
Ev ery year  Jesus’ par ents went to Je ru sa lem for the Pass over 

 Feast. When  Jesus was 12  years old, they went up to the  feast as 
usu al. Af ter the  feast was over, his par ents left to go back home. 
The boy  Jesus  stayed be hind in Je ru sa lem. But they were not  aware 
of it. They  thought he was some where in  their  group. So they trav
eled on for a day. Then they be gan to look for him  among  their 
rel a tives and  friends. They did not find him. So they went back to 
Je ru sa lem to look for him. Af ter  three days they  found him in the 
tem ple court yard. He was sit ting with the teach ers. He was lis ten
ing to them and ask ing them ques tions. Ev ery one who  heard him 
was  amazed at how much he un der stood. They also were  amazed 
at his an swers. When his par ents saw him, they were  amazed. His 
moth er said to him, “Son, why have you treat ed us like this? Your 
fa ther and I have been wor ried  about you. We have been look ing 
for you ev ery where.”

“Why were you look ing for me?” he  asked. “ Didn’t you know I 
had to be in my Fa ther’s  house?” But they did not un der stand what 
he  meant by that.

Then he went back to Naz a reth with them, and he  obeyed them. 
But his moth er kept all  these  things like a se cret trea sure in her 
 heart.  Jesus be came wis er and stron ger. He also be came more and 
more pleas ing to God and to peo ple.

p
Ti be ri us Cae sar had been rul ing for 15  years. Pon tius Pi late was 

gov er nor of Ju dea. Her od was the rul er of Gal i lee. His broth er 
Phil ip was the rul er of It u rea and Trac o ni tis. Ly sa ni as was rul er of 
Ab i le ne. An nas and Cai a phas were high  priests. At that time  God’s 
word came to John, son of Zech a ri ah, in the des ert. He went into 
all the coun try side  around the Jor dan Riv er.  There he  preached 
that peo ple  should be bap tized and turn away from  their sins. 
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Then God  would for give them. Here is what is writ ten in the book 
of Isa iah the proph et. It says,

  “A messenger is calling out in the desert,
  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord.
  Make straight paths for him.
  Every valley will be filled in.
  Every mountain and hill will be made level.
  The crooked roads will become straight.
  The rough ways will become smooth.
  And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ” 

John  spoke to the  crowds com ing to be bap tized by him. He said, 
“You are like a nest of poi son ous  snakes! Who  warned you to es
cape the com ing of  God’s an ger? Live in a way that  shows you have 
 turned away from your sins. And  don’t  start say ing to your selves, 
‘Abra ham is our fa ther.’ I tell you, God can  raise up chil dren for 
Abra ham even from  these  stones. The ax is al ready ly ing at the 
 roots of the  trees. All the  trees that  don’t pro duce good  fruit will 
be cut down. They will be  thrown into the fire.”

“Then what  should we do?” the  crowd  asked.
John an swered, “Any one who has ex tra  clothes  should  share 

with the one who has none. And any one who has ex tra food 
 should do the same.”

Even tax col lec tors came to be bap tized. “Teach er,” they  asked, 
“what  should we do?”

“ Don’t col lect any more than you are re quired to,” John told 
them.

Then some sol diers  asked him, “And what  should we do?”
John re plied, “ Don’t  force peo ple to give you mon ey.  Don’t  bring 

 false charg es  against peo ple. Be hap py with your pay.”
The peo ple were wait ing. They were ex pect ing some thing. They 

were all won der ing in  their  hearts if John  might be the Mes si ah. 
John an swered them all, “I bap tize you with wa ter. But one who is 
more pow er ful than I am will come. I’m not good  enough to un tie 
the  straps of his san dals. He will bap tize you with the Holy Spir it 
and fire. His pitch fork is in his hand to toss the  straw away from 
his thresh ing  floor. He will gath er the  wheat into his barn. But he 
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will burn up the  husks with fire that  can’t be put out.” John said 
many oth er  things to warn the peo ple. He also an nounced the 
good news to them.

When all the peo ple were be ing bap tized,  Jesus was bap tized too. 
And as he was pray ing, heav en was  opened. The Holy Spir it came 
to rest on him in the form of a dove. A  voice came from heav en. It 
said, “You are my Son, and I love you. I am very  pleased with you.”

 Jesus was  about 30  years old when he be gan his spe cial work for 
God and oth ers. It was  thought that he was the son of Jo seph.

p
 Jesus, full of the Holy Spir it, left the Jor dan Riv er. The Spir it led 

him into the des ert.  There the dev il tempt ed him for 40 days.  Jesus 
ate noth ing dur ing that time. At the end of the 40 days, he was 
hun gry.

The dev il said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this  stone 
to be come  bread.”

 Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten, ‘Man must not live only on  bread.’ ” 
Then the dev il led  Jesus up to a high  place. In an in stant, he 

 showed  Jesus all the king doms of the  world. He said to  Jesus, “I 
will give you all  their au thor i ty and glo ry. It has been giv en to me, 
and I can give it to any one I want to. If you wor ship me, it will all 
be  yours.”

 Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten, ‘Wor ship the Lord your God. He is 
the only one you  should  serve.’ ” 

Then the dev il led  Jesus to Je ru sa lem. He had  Jesus  stand on the 
high est  point of the tem ple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, 
“ throw your self down from here. It is writ ten,

  “ ‘The Lord will command his angels to take good care of you.
  They will lift you up in their hands.
  Then you won’t trip over a stone.’ ”  

 Jesus an swered, “Scrip ture says, ‘Do not test the Lord your God.’ ” 
When the dev il fin ished all this tempt ing, he left  Jesus un til a 

bet ter time.
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remember what you read
1. What is something you noticed for the first time?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

2. What questions did you have?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

3. Was there anything that bothered you?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

4. What did you learn about loving God?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

5. What did you learn about loving others?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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To complement The Books of the 
Bible for Kids, this CD Resource 
has everything you need for eight 
weeks of complete lessons for all 
four books in the series and for all 
ages – preschool and primary. These 
32 engaging lessons are formatted 
around relatable Scripture references, 
memory verses and Bible themes.

The CD includes:

•  32 Lessons plans (for three age 
groups)

• Activity Pages

• Leader’s Guide

• Take-home Parent Pages

• Lesson Visuals

Children’s Resources
Help kids ages 3 – 12  

experience the Bible like never before!

The Books of the Bible for 
Kids: Children’s CD Resource
9780310086161

Visit www.biblicaeurope.com for sample lesson plans and more information

www.biblicaeurope.com/cbe



‘Never did I expect to discuss the Bible at the school gate 
where I pick up my granddaughter. My daughter also 
commented that she has been discussing the readings 
with other mums and grans in the playground.’

Baljaffray Parish,  Glasgow

‘Community Bible Experience is a wonderful way for 
Christians to explore together the transforming power 
of the Bible. It removes the obstacles that can interrupt 
a holistic reading of Scripture and encourages people of 
all ages to seek and to share how God speaks through its 
pages. I thoroughly recommend it.’

Ed Mackenzie, Discipleship Development Officer,  
The Methodist Church of Great Britain

‘As parents we desire to help our families connect with 
and enjoy God‘s word but can be uncertain just how 
to begin. Community Bible Experience resources are so 
practical, easy to use and multi-generational.   Joining 
with others in a relaxed informal discussion is not only 
fun and enjoyable but offers everyone a rich learning 
experience together.’

Caroline Bradley, Care for the Family



SAMPLE 
PAGES
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God sent the angel Gabriel to a virgin. The girl was engaged 

to a man named Joseph. The virgin’s name was Mary. The 

angel said, “The Lord is with you.” Mary was very upset. But 

the angel said, “Do not be afraid, Mary. God is pleased with 

you. You will give birth to a son. You must name him Jesus.” 

“How can this happen?” Mary asked. The angel answered,   

      “The Holy Spirit will come to you. The holy 

                one that is born will be called the Son of God. 

       Nothing is impossible with God.”

          “I serve the Lord,” Mary answered. “May  

     it happen to me just as you said it would.” 

     Then the angel left her. 

Week 1 
Angel Visits Mary and Jesus is Born

Page samples shown are not actual size.
Page samples shown are not actual size.
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God sent the angel Gabriel to a virgin. The girl was engaged 

to a man named Joseph. The virgin’s name was Mary. The 

angel said, “The Lord is with you.” Mary was very upset. But 

the angel said, “Do not be afraid, Mary. God is pleased with 

you. You will give birth to a son. You must name him Jesus.” 

“How can this happen?” Mary asked. The angel answered,   

      “The Holy Spirit will come to you. The holy 

                one that is born will be called the Son of God. 

       Nothing is impossible with God.”

          “I serve the Lord,” Mary answered. “May  

     it happen to me just as you said it would.” 

     Then the angel left her. 

Week 1 
Angel Visits Mary and Jesus is Born
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Caesar Augustus required that a list be made of 

everyone in the whole Roman world. All went to 

their own towns to be listed. 

Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David. He 

went there with Mary. Mary was engaged to him. 

She was expecting a baby. 

While Joseph and Mary were there, the time came 

for the child to be born. She gave birth to her first 

baby. It was a boy. She wrapped him in large strips   

        of cloth. Then she placed him in a manger. 

            There was no room for them in the inn. 

Page samples shown are not actual size.

Page samples shown are not actual size.
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Caesar Augustus required that a list be made of 

everyone in the whole Roman world. All went to 

their own towns to be listed. 

Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David. He 

went there with Mary. Mary was engaged to him. 

She was expecting a baby. 

While Joseph and Mary were there, the time came 

for the child to be born. She gave birth to her first 

baby. It was a boy. She wrapped him in large strips   

        of cloth. Then she placed him in a manger. 

            There was no room for them in the inn. 
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Resources

Adult Editions

The Books  
of the Bible: 
Covenant History
9780310448037

The Books  
of the Bible:  
The Prophets
9780310448044

The Books  
of the Bible:  
The Writings
9780310448051

The Books  
of the Bible:  
New Testament
9780310448020

The Books of the Bible: DVD Study Resource
9780310086109

Join Pastor Jeff Manion and Teacher John Walton as 
they look at the context and purpose for each book of 
the Bible. Includes eight 10-minute videos for each of 
the four scripture books for a total of 32 sessions. 

The Books of the Bible: Study Journal
9780310086055

This 32-week study journal is useful for taking notes 
as you read your way through the Bible, and can be 
used in conjunction with the DVD Study Resource. 
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Children’s Editions

The Books of 
the Bible for 
Kids: Covenant 
History
9780310761303

The Books 
of the Bible 
for Kids: The 
Prophets
9780310761358

The Books 
of the Bible 
for Kids: The 
Writings
9780310761334

The Books of 
the Bible for 
Kids: New 
Testament
9780310761310

My Bible Story Colouring Book (ages 3-7)
9780310761068

Pre-schoolers can follow along by colouring Bible 
stories from each week’s readings. 

The Books of the Bible for Kids  
– Children’s CD Resource
9780310086161

This CD resource has everything you need for eight 
weeks of complete lessons for all four books and 
colouring book in 3 age levels. 
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Visit our website 

for more information and 
additional resources:  

www.biblicaeurope.com/cbe
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Reading Plans
A bookmark containing the 8 and 16 week 
reading plan will be provided with each 
adult book purchased. Further copies can be 
downloaded from our website or ordered online.

Audio & Ebook Editions
To enhance your use of the Community Bible 
Experience resources, why not consider using the 
audio or ebook versions which are available to 
buy from our web shop?  Daily audio streaming 
can also be accessed using the unique access 
code obtained after your book purchase.

The audio edition features the highly acclaimed 
NIV audio Bible, read by David Suchet set out in 
an 8 week reading plan format, with additional 
book introductions and background information 
narrated by Matthew Rutherford. 

www.biblicaeurope.com/shop

Additional Resources
Additional supporting resources including a 
leader’s Welcome Pack, sermon outlines and 
video resources are available at 

www.biblicaeurope.com/resources



 biblicaeurope.com/cbe   cbe.europe@biblica.com   028 9073 5875

www.biblicaeurope.com/cbe


